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Christmas Eve Services  
 

Saturday, December 24  
 

FAMILY SERVICE  
4:00 p.m. 

 

 

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE  
OF LESSONS AND CAROLS  

with choir and instruments 

7:00 p.m. 
 

FESTIVAL CHORAL  
COMMUNION SERVICE  
with full choir and instruments 

11:00 p.m. 

 

Cantata Sunday  
Sunday, December 11  

 

 

J. S. Bach, Brandenburg Concerto no. 2 

Franz Joseph Haydn, ñTe Deumò 

Franz Schubert, ñMagnificatò 
 

Choir, soloists, orchestra  

Kevin Walters and J. David Jackson, 
conductors  

 

(Please note:  there will be no 8:30 a.m. service) 

Dear Friends, 
 

    Advent is upon us. An overlooked time as we 

press towards Christmas, it is a crucial time to pre-

pare ourselves for Christmas. We see the joy 

ahead, but in anticipating it and preparing for it, 

we can exhaust our spiritual resources so that the 

joy falls flat. In wishing you all a blessed Christ-

mas, I therefore also wish you times of quiet and 

recollection in the coming weeks. Be good to 

yourselves and take these times to prepare, for as 

the prophet Jeremiah has counseled, ñThe Lord is 

good to those who wait for him, to the soul that 

seeks him.ò  

 

Peace, 
 

Eric 



rye presbyterian church Å grace notes Å December 2011 

Stewardship 2012 Nears            

Completion  

The hope and promise that God held out 

to RPC when we began Stewardship 

2012 in mid-October is coming to frui-

tion, as we near Advent and the blessings 

of Christmas.  RPC has enjoyed an excit-

ing and eventful fall season, culminating 

in the dynamic Faith in Action Celebra-

tion on October 16, which featured many 

(but by no means all) of the ways the 

members of RPC serve the church, one 

another, and the broader community.  

That was quickly followed by the ap-

pointment of an Interim Senior Pastor, 

Eric Springsted, who will help guide our 

search for a new Senior Pastor over the 

coming months. 

   It is sometimes said that the congrega-

tion is the churchðñthe priesthood of all 

believers.ò  Nowhere has that been clear-

er than in the ongoing series of weekly 

ñSpotlightsò in the Sunday bulletin and 

Friday email blast.  Each ñSpotlightò 

highlights a specific activity, mission, 

committee, or outreach effort of RPC.  

These began on the first Sunday in Sep-

tember and, so far, the calendar of 

ñSpotlightsò stretches well into Febru-

ary, and beyond.  They are collected on 

the website, and the Stewardship Com-

mittee urges you to read through them to 

understand the depth and breadth of the 

impact Rye Presbyterian Church has on 

our lives, our community, and beyond.   

   All of that, of course, requires gener-

ous stewardship.  The Stewardship Com-

mittee is deeply grateful to the many, 

many parishioners who have pledged to 

dateðand even increased their pledgeð

to enable RPC to grow in mission and 

service.  The stewardship effort contin-

ues.  By the time this issue of Grace 

Notes reaches you, we will have com-

pleted our traditional ñphone-a-thonò to 

contact the (hopefully, few) people who 

have delayed sending their pledge, and 

we will start compiling the list of indi-

viduals and families who have pledged, 

to be published in the bulletin on De-

cember 11, Cantata Sunday.  To be in-

cluded, your pledge must be in hand by 

December 6.  Remember, there are 3 

ways to pledge: 
 

¶ Mail the pledge card you received to  
 the church office; 

¶ Email your pledge to stewardship
 @ryepc.com; or 

¶ Call Maida Robinson (Chief Admin-

 istrative Officer) at 967-0842ext. 12. 
 

   Throughout this Campaign, we have 

consistently said that, while strong finan-

cial support is crucial to the health of 

RPC, it is but one leg in the 3-legged 

stool of Stewardship.  Beyond Treasure, 

the other two legs are your Time and 

your Talent.  Your church seeks those 

elements year-round, and we urge you to 

consider all the opportunities that are 

before you to work with your friends in 

RPC, to support the work of the church, 

and to put your Faith into Action. 
 

Womenõs Association Update 

Emotional - deeply thought-provoking - 

wonderful. These were just some of the 

comments we heard after Andrea Ray-

nor's presentation in November that was 

part of the WA's Books and Bagels se-

ries. Andie, a Rye resident, mother of 

two, and a Methodist minister, joined us 

to talk about her book, The Voice That 

Calls Us Home. With warmth, 

honesty, and eloquence she 

described her personal journey 

that led her to work as chap-

lain in the morgue at Ground 

Zero, and through her battle 

with breast cancer. Far from 

being defeated by her illness 

(she is now cancer- 

free), Andie managed to in-

fuse humor into some rather 

heart-wrenching moments in 

her life. Want to know why an 

elusive shoe salesperson in 

Phoenix became so important 

to her? Or what exactly a buzz 

party is? We strongly recom-

mend reading her book! A big 

thank-you to the organizers 

and all that attended - it was a 

truly memorable morning. We 

look forward to the next 

Books and Bagels event!  

   The WA would also like to 

extend a big thank-you to Di-

nah Howland for hosting a 

terrific group of women at her home in 

October.  Wonderful conversation, food, 

and drink -- along with the presence 

of several newcomers -- all made for a 

congenial Ladies' Night Out. 

   Finally, please note that our annual 

Holiday Craft and Cookie Exchange 

takes place on Monday, December 5, in 

the Assembly Hall.  We hope to see you 

there! 
 

Easy Appetizers  

Yum!  Easy holiday appetizers.  A won-

derful crowd of women sampled delec-

table appetizers at one of the Womenôs 

Associationôs most popular events, held 

every year in the RPC kitchen before 

Thanksgiving.  As the chef for a second 

year, Carlene Spiegel prepared a number 

of delightsðfrom cherry tomatoes with 

grilled shrimp and corn to zucchini mad-

eleines.  Attendees left the kitchen 

equipped with printouts of new recipes 

to woo family and friends. 

   The Womenôs Association extends a 

grateful thank you to Carlene, who 

showcased her great multitasking skills 

in talking, cooking, and making every-

thing tasty and look so easy. 

Stewardship, Womenõs Association 

(2)
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Mission & Outreach  

Christmas Joy Offering   
 

As we enter this Christmas season it is a 

time to reflect on our many blessings and 

what we can do to help others through 

our church. Our Christmas Joy offering 

is an excellent way to give and Mission 

and Outreach has chosen two wonderful 

groups for our focus this year: Doctors 

Without Borders and Open Door Fam-

ily Medical Center. 

¶ Doctors Without Borders is an inter-

national medical humanitarian organi-

zation working in more than 60 coun-

tries to assist people whose survival is 

threatened by violence, neglect, or 

disaster.  Every year, Doctors Without 

Borders provides emergency medical 

care to literally millions of people 

caught in crises around the world. 

They provide assistance when cata-

strophic events such as armed conflict, 

epidemics, malnutrition, or natural 

disasters overwhelm populations.  

They also assist people who face dis-

crimination or neglect from their local 

healthcare systems or when people are 

otherwise excluded from even basic 

health care. 

¶ Open Door Family Medical Center 

has offices in Port Chester, Ossining, 

Sleepy Hollow, and Mount Kisco in 

addition to some school-based pro-

grams. In 2010, nearly 40,000 individ-

uals were treated at Open Door Family 

Medical-Centers. Over 13,000 chil-

dren visited Open Door Family Medi-

cal Centers and 1,075 expectant moth-

ers received prenatal care. Over 98% 

of their patients have incomes at or 

below the federal poverty level. 53% 

of their patients have no health insur-

ance of any kind. And the need has not 

lessened since then by any means. One 

needs only to stop in at one of their 

centers to see the place bustling with 

activity and health care providers do-

ing amazing work with so many peo-

ple who have nowhere else to turn.   

Both of these organizations are leaders in 

their field and provide solid value for the 

dollars expended. Support of their efforts 

is money well spent. Contributions to 

Christmas Joy will be divided equally 

between the two organizations. Please 

thoughtfully consider what it must be 

like to be without help or hope and give 

as generously as you possibly can. 

   We also encourage those willing to do 

so, to bring layette sets for infants, 

wrapped in clear plastic, and place them 

under the sanctuary Christmas tree for 

delivery to new mothers at Open Door. 

Christmas Joy envelopes will be placed 

in the pews during the month of Decem-

ber or regular envelopes can be designat-

ed ñChristmas Joyò for this offering. 

   Together, during this season of many 

blessings, may we all appreciate how 

truly blessed we are and do whatever we 

can to support these two organizations in 

their efforts to continue touching lives in 

so many ways.  
 

Iõm Dancing as Fast as I Can 

The Mission & Outreach Committee is 

sponsoring a free talk and book signing 

in the Assembly Room with: 

Barbara Gordon 

Author of 

Iôm Dancing as Fast 

as I Can 

Monday, December 5 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Youôve heard the phrase, but do you 

know where it comes from?  Iôm Danc-

ing as Fast as I Can by Barbara Gordon, 

first released in 1979, created the addic-

tion literature genre.  Her bravery helped 

to remove the stigma and created a com-

munity for those who suffered addiction.  

But her timeless story of self-discovery 

is just as relevant today as ever.  Accord-

ing to the American Psychological Asso-

ciationôs STRESS IN AMERICA sur-

vey, the majority of Americans are living 

with moderate or high levels of stress, 

and while they understand that this is not 

healthy, they are unable to make chang-

es.  Gordonôs classic is now back as a 

new edition, ready to inspire a new gen-

eration of readers to slow down and take 

a look at who they really are. 

    Iôm Dancing as Fast as I Can tells the 

story of a woman who seems to have it 

all ð a career as an Emmy-award-

winning documentary producer, a man 

she loves, and a network of supportive 

friends.  But beneath the fa­ade, she is 

overwhelmed and becoming increasingly 

dependent on valium to deal with her 

stress.  When Barbara attempts to win 

back control of her life and quits the 

drug, her life disintegrates.  At the time, 

addiction and recovery centers were rare, 

so Barbara found herself a patient in a 

mental hospital.  There she is forced to 

define herself without the context of 

work, a boyfriend, or her family. 

    Barbaraôs story is a cautionary tale, 

demonstrating the extreme dangers of 

being overcome by lifeôs unending 

stressors.  Yet she is simultaneously a 

beacon of hope and a heroine worth root-

ing for.  Barbara invites the reader on her 

intimate journey searching for an all-

encompassing health, both body and 

soul. 

    Proceeds from book sales will be used 

to help fund a new program by Carver 

Center.  The program is designed to in-

crease the confidence and self-esteem of 

high school girls at risk of dropping out 

of school and helping them develop a 

path toward a meaningful and successful 

future. 
 

Peacemaking Offering  

RPC Helps Send Life-Saving 

Assistance to East Africa 

The Mission and Outreach Committee 

would like to thank everyone for their 

contributions to this yearôs Peacemaking 

offering. Together we have shown that 

we can reach a helping hand out to the 

children and families across the Horn of 

Africa who have been left destitute by 

famine, and also provide financial sup-

port to the National Presbyterian 

Church`s training workshops and out-

reach on peace.  Bringing peace to the 

world may seem like a utopian dream, 

and something best left to global leaders 

to negotiate behind closed doors. But 

people are on the front lines, doing 

something ï and we can, and should be, 

right behind them, helping them to do 

their work.   

   This year $4,244 has been sent to the 

NPC Peacemaking Ministry 

(www.pcusa.org/peacemakingoffering) 

and $4,244 has been contributed to Save 

the Childrenôs emergency relief pro-

gram, ñEast Africa Food Crisisò. To 

learn more about where our donation to 

this program will go, please visit 

http://www.savethechildren.org/site/

c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.7547787/k.7618/

East_Africa.htm  

   Thank you for your generous support.          

The Mission and Outreach Committee 



rye presbyterian church Å grace notes Å December 2011 (4)  

Christian Education, Youth, Bible Study  

Church School  

 

After learning all about Moses this fall, 

we are moving on to the story of Jesusô 

birth.  We will learn about how an angel 

appeared to Mary and all about Jesusô 

birth. On Cantata Sunday, the children 

will watch a special Christmas movie so 

that adults can enjoy the beautiful music. 
 

Middle School Connection  

 

This month in Connection, on December 

7, we will be hearing about Help Kids 

India.  We will decorate foot-shaped 

cookies to be sold at Coffee Hour in or-

der to buy childrenôs shoes for that or-

ganization.  December 21 will be a 

Christmas-themed Connection, of 

course.   
 

High School Youth Group  

 

After a November full of serving others, 

Thanksgiving-style, December is all 

about gifting others.  On December 4 

after church, we will go Christmas shop-

ping for needy children.  The gifts will 

be donated to Open Door Medical Cen-

ter.  Then, on Sunday, December 18, we 

will make gifts for RPCôs new members.  

As always, there will be pizza and com-

munity service hours to be had! 
 

Special Events  

 

Donôt miss Decemberôs Family Fellow-

ship event: the Gingerbread House party.  

Before the Tree Lighting on December 

4, bring your family for a pizza dinner 

and gingerbread house making.  By the 

time the tree is lit, your gingerbread 

houses will be ready to take home.  Be 

sure to rsvp to Emily Foon so that we 

have enough gingerbread houses. 
 

RPC Adult Education is sponsoring a 

Movie Night on January 20 that will 

appeal to all agesðThe Ten Command-

ments.  Taking your family to this event 

will be a great way to reinforce our study 

of Moses.  Hope to see you there! 
 

Menõs Bible Study 

Sundays, December 4 and 18 

8:00 p.m. in the Library  
 

Wednesday Morning            

Bible Study  

Our work in the Epistle of James contin-

ues!  All are welcome to join this ongo-

ing study. 

December 7 and 21 

9:15 a.m. in the Library 
 

Womenõs Bible Study 

Saturdays, December 3 and 10 

9:15 a.m. in the Library  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Connection Rocks !  
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Lives in Transition  
 

 

 

 

 

December Offerings 
 

December 1: ñRecruiting: The Inside Story.ò Join us for a 

panel discussion with recruiters who work in a number of indus-

tries and fill openings at a variety of levels for their clients.  

They will describe the recruiting process, offer tips on how to 

work with a recruiter and to be a successful candidate, and will 

be available to answer your questions. 
 

December 15: ñSnowflake Socialò Career Networking Party. 
Career networking groups and resources across the NY/CT re-

gion will join us for our third holiday networking party. Meet 

new contacts, make new friends! 
 

Programs are held from 7 to 9 p.m. in the  

Assembly Room, and are free and open to all.  

Invite a friend! 
 

Please make sure you RSVP to 

livesintransition@gmail.com if you can attend. 

Registration starts at 6:45 p.m. 

 

The RPC Bulletin Board  

It's Here -  
The Annual Thrift Shop Christmas 

Sale!  
 

December 4 at Coffee Hour is the Christmas Sale. 
All the best donated items have been lovingly 
cleaned and moderately priced. Many came from 
your houses, so you know they're beautiful! This 
year there will be a special table with fun teacher 
gifts your kids can buy and give. REMEMBER 
also to shop on Thursday - the Thrift Shop is the 
perfect place to find the plates, platters, and bas-
kets you need for holiday entertaining. Give cook-
ies to the teacher on a platter that cost you $3 - the 
platter becomes part of the gift! Shop smart, have 
fun, and do good - what could be better than that? 
(PS - the Thrift Shop needs your donations, too - 
with a special shout-out for costume jewelry!) 

Christmas Coat 

Drive 

Help keep a child warm 

this Holiday Season! 

Currently, there are over 450 families 

in the Port Chester community who 

rely on Carver Center for food and 

clothing. On Monday, December 19, 

Carver Center will host a holiday 

party for these families providing 

over 300 children with greatly need-

ed winter coats, hats, and mittens.  

    If you are interested in sponsoring 

one of these children and purchasing 

a warm, everyday winter coat, please 

contact Karen Simons at  karensi-

mons@me.com or 914-484-3360 for 

specific size and gender information. 

¶ Suggested retailers: 

 Kohl's, Target, Wal-Mart 

¶  Price range:  $40-$50 

¶  Deadline:  December 15 

Coats can be left before the 15th in 

the bin in hallway outside the recep-

tion area.  If possible, please try to 

include a gift receipt (can be zipped 

into a pocket) in case the coat needs 

to be exchanged for a different size. 

  "Mangia!  

        Mangia!ó 
 

The International Lunch for December will be cozy and close to 

homeñAURORA on Purchase Street.  Take a break from holiday 

shopping, sit in fellowship with old and new friends, watch the pass-

ersby, gaze at Ryeõs lovely Christmas decorations, and have some 

delicious Italian food!  Come solo, bring a friend ñall are welcome.  

Aurora has a nice and reasonably -priced prix fixe lunch menu.  Join 

us and feel the warmth of Christmas in your heart.  
 

Tuesday, December 13, 12:30 p.m.  
 

Aurora Ristorante  

60 Purchase Street, Rye  

Tel: 921 -2333  
 

RSVP to Cindy Kuster, CKuster@aol.com or 914 -282 -1956 

so she can let the restaurant know how many are coming.   

Your Charitable Deduction 
Church financial records will close at the end of the business day on 

Friday, December 30, 2011 at 4:00 p.m.  Gifts may be dropped off in 

the reception area donations box.  All checks and securities must be 

received by that date to qualify for a charitable deduction in the 2011 

tax year.  If transferring securities, please contact Maida Robinson at 

mrobinson@ryepc.com or 967-0842, ext. 12, with complete details of 

your transaction so that we may identify and rightly credit you as the 

donor. 
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