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Memory and Hope 
 

     It is hard, in some ways, to believe that time has 

come and gone so quickly, but the tenth anniversary 

of the attack on America of 9/11 is Sunday, Septem-

ber 11, 2011.  The Worship and Music Committee is 

planning a special Sunday service and related events 

for our congregation and invites the RPC community 

and any who wish to join us.  We very much want 

your voices – your experiences, your thoughts, your 

feelings – to be a part of this.  You will be hearing 

from us in the weeks and months to come—because 

we hope to be hearing from you. 

 

   In his Nobel lecture on December 11, 1986, Elie 

Wiesel, Holocaust survivor and consummate humani-

tarian, said “If anything can, it is memory that will 

save humanity. For me, hope without memory is like 

memory without hope.”  It is painful, to say the least, 

to remember an attack in which suffering came with 

such devastation, was deliberately inflicted, and in-

tended to humiliate and disempower its victims.  

      

     However, in remembering we honor those who 

suffered and pledge ourselves to work to fashion a 

world in which their suffering was not in vain.  To 

remember, through despair, is to pledge ourselves to 

hope.  To hope is a radical act for the Christian, for 

the Christian believes that together with God we can 

create what is good out of evil – we can bring life for-

ward from death, justice where there has been none, 

and move from darkness to light.   

 

     As we approach September 11, 2011, let us re-

member always that God creates the future and its 

possibilities.  God accompanies us along the way, and 

God waits for us there.  God makes it possible to 

move from memory to hope.  

 

With warm regards, 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Dr. Nancy A. De Vries 

 

Pastor and Head of Staff 
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Middle School Connection 

Wednesdays, May 4 and 18 

5:30 p.m. in the Westminster Room 
 

       All middleschoolers are welcome!  

Looking ahead, our final gathering will 

be a picnic on June 1 picnic at the 

Love’s home– 900 Boston Post Road. 

 
Confirmation 2011 

The confirmation class has worked hard 

over these last eight months learning the 

basics of the faith, reflecting on their 

own beliefs, and working to live out their 

faith in everyday life.  In the last month 

they have crafted Statements of Faith – 

personal statements of where they are in 

their journey of faith.  During April, 

each confirmand met individually with 

an elder of the church to talk about their 

statement, and their plans for beginning 

their adult life as a follower of Jesus and 

a member of Rye Presbyterian.   Follow-

ing that, the class had a meeting with the 

Session to be approved for full adult 

membership.   

     Becoming an adult member is truly a 

beginning and not an end.  Confirmation 

is a public affirmation of faith, and a 

public commitment to continue the jour-

ney of faith in the context of the life of 

the church. 

     On May 1, we will celebrate this new 

beginning as we worship and welcome 

the new members to the table of fellow-

ship.   

     The festivities will begin with a 

breakfast for confirmands and their fami-

lies at 8:45 a.m. in the Assembly Room.  

Worship with Confirmation and Com-

munion will be at 10:00 a.m. There, with 

the confirmands, we can all reconfirm 

our commitment to be disciples on the 

way of the Lord. 

 

Wednesday Morning Bible 

Study 

May 11 and 25 

9:15 a.m. in the library   
 

Our continuing work in the Psalms con-

tinues this month, though the Gospel 

according to John is on the horizon.  All 

are welcome to join in this ongoing read-

ing and discussion. 

 

Men’s Sunday Bible Study   

May 1 and 15 

8:00 p.m. in the library  
 

This month we will be continuing our 

interesting, challenging and thought-

provoking discussion of Revelation.  If 

you would like to be on the email re-

minder list for this gathering, please con-

tact Rev. Love at dlove@ryepc.com. 

 

Children’s Communion     

Workshop 

May 21 

9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
 

     The body of Christ?  What is that all 

about?  And what exactly is in that cup?   

     If your child or children have been 

curious about the Lord’s Supper, this is a 

great opportunity for children to learn 

more about it, to be officially welcomed 

at the communion celebration of the 

church, and for you to grow in your faith 

together.   

     On Saturday May 21, from 9:30 – 

11:00 a.m., children in the second 

through fifth grades are welcome to 

come with a parent to this special work-

shop.  Together we will explore the 

meaning of the sacrament and how we 

celebrate it here at Rye Presbyterian.  

Children will then be invited to take 

communion in worship during worship 

on the first Sunday of June. 

     Space is limited, so please sign up at 

the church reception desk or contact 

Rev. Love at dlove@ryepc.com 

 

Rye Women’s Interfaith     

Committee 

A Tribute to Kevin Walters  
 

On January 23, music director Kevin 

Walters was the keynote speaker at the 

Rye Women’s Interfaith Committee’s 

afternoon conference.  His talk centered 

on the words of St. Augustine –He who 

sings prays twice. When given the hono-

rarium from the grateful committee for 

his inspiring presentation, Kevin re-

turned it, noting he hoped the funds 

could contribute toward the committee’s 

valued work. The members of the com-

mittee then unanimously voted to return 

half of the honorarium to the Rye Pres-

byterian Church’s Memorial Music Fund 

in honor of Kevin for his continued ef-

forts to enhance worship through sacred 

music.              

Connection, Confirmation, Bible Studies, Childrenõs Communion 

Workshop, Womenõs Interfaith Committee, Womenõs Association 

(2)

Women’s Association 

Twenty-four women reflected, planned, and completed 

personal works of art at a retreat focused on spirituality 

and art last month, sponsored by the Women’s Associa-

tion. The retreat featured the medium of collage as a way 

to refresh one’s spiritual journey.   

     The finished work was not as important as the process 

of its creation, according to Cynthia Deen, Women’s 

Association co-president.  ―There was music playing. It 

was just a magical event, filled with renewal and fellow-

ship,‖ she said.   

     Bridget Davis, Carol Love, and Sally Tobin guided 

the participants in their journey of art and faith. 
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Mission & Outreach         

Adult Mission Trip 

The Mission & Outreach Committee will 

hold an organizational meeting for an 

adult mission trip in June or July 2012 to 

help build a school in a rural community 

in Nicaragua.  The meeting will be held 

on May 15 at 11:15 a.m. in the library 

during coffee hour.  We are asking any-

one who might be interested in the mis-

sion trip to attend the meeting. This trip 

will be for adults and young adults (17 or 

older). We believe this could be a life- 

changing trip for all participants.  If you 

cannot attend the meeting but would like 

to learn more about the trip please     

c o n t a c t  W a y n e  A t w e l l  a t 

rwayneatwell@gmail.com. 

 
Adult Education  

The Adult Education Committee is 

building a broad array of offerings for 

May, June and beyond.  Here’s a sum-

mary of what’s being planned. 

Sunday Sermon Discussions: Nan and 

Dan are both excited about the prospect 

of having a discussion with members of 

the congregation about that morning’s 

sermon right after it has been delivered 

when it’s fresh in all our minds.  Sermon 

discussions will be held in the Library 

from 11:15 a.m. to 12:15a.m.  Child care 

will be available.  We expect to have two 

sermon discussions before the end of 

June. Dates to be announced. 

―Three Ts‖: a casual monthly discussion 

group focusing on a variety of subjects. 

where participant help decide what to 

discuss. See related article. 

Book Club: This past March and April, 

Rev. Love led the discussion of The 

Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis.  We 

hope to continue Book Club in the 

months to come. Stay tuned to find out 

what we will be discussing next.  

Movie Night at RPC: We expect to have 

a screening before the end of June under 

the leadership of C.J. DeSantis. 

The Middle East and North Africa:  

We’d like to create a program or series 

to begin to delve into the myriad of is-

sues—political, religious, social, and 

human—that are surfacing in that area of 

our world.  Given the current nature of 

those issues, we’d like to start it before 

the end of June but only if we can find 

the right leadership. 

     This a lot to bite off —perhaps more 

than we can chew in two months.  We 

also have some other thoughts for Sep-

tember and beyond, including continuing 

some of the above programs and adding 

subjects like Bible Study around themes 

rather than books: ethical dilemmas, 

marriage enrichment, the power of 

prayer, and more.   

     We want to hear ideas from members 

of the congregation!  If there’s an Adult 

Education subject you would like the 

committee to consider contact Bob Steed 

at bsteed55@aol.com or (914) 328-9658. 

 
Together on Tuesday at Ten 

An exciting new Adult Education pro-

gram is starting on May 17 at 10:00 a.m. 

in the library. Anyone is welcome - male 

or female, young adult to senior citizen. 

We hope you will be part of it. Here are 

the facts.  

What:  A casual discussion group to talk 

about a variety of subjects, from contem-

porary issues to personal relationships, 

and so much more.  The initial discus-

sion topic will be The Internet: The posi-

tive and negative effects on our lives. 

The Internet has had an impact on every-

one, directly or indirectly. In subsequent 

gatherings, group participants will deter-

mine the topics to discuss.   

When: On the third Tuesday of every 

month, from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  It 

is a drop-in gathering, so no need to 

commit. Just come whenever you can, 

join in the conversation and enjoy who-

ever else is there. 

Why: This is a unique opportunity to 

meet new RPC folks and spend time 

with some you already know while en-

gaging in thoughtful discussions on a 

wide variety of interesting subjects. 

How: Initially Jane Mickatavage and 

Nancy Steed will launch this project and 

be the co-leaders for the group, setting 

up the structure, publicizing it, establish-

ing the topic and co-facilitating it. Ulti-

mately group participants will be more 

actively involved in the organization. 

This is intended to be highly interactive 

discussion group and not a time for pres-

entations or outside speakers.  

     For more information contact Jane 

Mickatavage at swingramm@aol.com or 

(914) 967-8659 or Nancy Steed at   

steedheart@aol.com or (914) 328-9658 

 
Lives In Transition  

Thursday, May 5:  "Managing Your 

Job Search in a Tough Market"  Join us 

for an evening with Roy Cohen, 

―America’s top Wall Street career 

coach‖ and author of The Wall Street 

Professional's Survival Guide. Some 

attention will be focused on those of you 

who work on Wall Street, but whatever 

your industry, entry level or top execu-

tive, Roy will help you develop an ap-

proach to navigate your job search or 

career transition through a tough market.  
 

Thursday, May 19:  “Panel of Hiring 

Managers” The ultimate objective of 

your search is to land a job.  And the 

person(s) holding the ultimate key to that 

objective is the manager with the author-

ity to hire to fill a job.  This panel of five 

managers from a wide spectrum of in-

dustries will discuss what they look for 

in resumes, how to present yourself ef-

fectively in an interview, pitfalls for can-

didates to avoid, and much more.  

     The programs will be held in the As-

sembly Room.  Registration and refresh-

ments begin at 6:45 p.m., and the pro-

gram ends by 9:00 p.m.   

     Lives in Transition is led by volun-

teers from RPC and the community and 

is free and open to all.  If you want more 

information, would like to volunteer, or 

register for one of the sessions, please 

send an email to livesintransi-

tion@gmail.com or call Patrick 

McGunagle at (914) 967-3588. 
 

Seeking Potential Drivers 

Do you have time to assist those in the 

RPC community who are temporarily 

housebound?  Consider becoming a 

driver at RPC. Drivers are needed to help 

individuals get to medical appointments, 

Sunday services, or simply to go shop-

ping at the store. As the need arises, 

driving opportunities are communicated 

to all drivers, but there is no commitment 

unless you choose to sign up for an op-

portunity.  If you are interested in find-

ing out more, please send your contact 

information to Lisa Pankoff at 

lpankoff@gmail.com. 

Mission & Outreach, Adult Education, Together on Tuesday at Ten,  

Lives in Transition, Seeking Potential Drivers 

mailto:swingramm@aol.com
mailto:steedheart@aol.com
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May 1 - Confirmation  
 

 8:30  Holy Communion in the Chapel 
 8:45 Confirmation Breakfast 
10:00  Worship with Confirmation & Communion in 
the Sanctuary, Youth Choir sings 
10:00   Regular church school. Children attend worship 
through Youth Choir. 
6:00  Cinco de Mayo Fiesta, Assembly Room  
8:00 Men’s Bible Study, Library  
 

May 8 - Mother’s Day, Bible Sunday  

 

 8:30  Holy Communion in the Chapel 
10:00  Morning Worship in the Sanctuary  
10:00   Regular church school. Children attend worship 
through bible presentation. 
11:15  Mission & Outreach Meeting 
  

May 15 

 

 8:30  Holy Communion in the Chapel 
10:00  Morning Worship in the Sanctuary 
10:00   Regular church school. Children attend worship 
through children’s message. 
11:00  High School Mission Trip Meeting 
8:00  Men’s Bible Study, Library 
 

May 22 

 

  8:30   Holy Communion, Crawford Chapel 
10:00   Morning Worship, Sanctuary. 
10:00   Regular church school. Children attend worship 
through children’s message. 
6:00  High School Youth Group in the Westminster 
Room 
 

May 29 

 

  8:30   Holy Communion in the Chapel 
10:00   Family Worship with baptism in the Sanctuary. 
No Church School. 
  
 

Please join us for coffee hour in the Assembly Room 

after ten o’clock worship. 
 

Sundays/Special Events 

Confirmation is May 1 

during Morning Worship  

in the  

Sanctuary 

(4) 

 
 
 

 
 

              Family Fellowship 

     Cinco  de  Mayo  

     ¡Fiesta!  
          Sunday, May 1 

               6 ð 8 p.m. in the Assembly Room 
 

  Bring your family for Tacos,    

 Games, Crafts, Mexican Hat Dance,  

              and Piñatas!  
 

           RSVP to efoon@ryepc.com  

International Lunch:  

Encore! Encore!  
 

The May International Lunch will feature an encore visit to  
Encore Bistro Francais in Larchmont. Delicious, casual,           
reasonably priced, and authentic French fare, only a few     
minutes away!  
 

EVERYONE is welcome. This is an ad hoc group ïevery 
month it's a different crowd. Come solo, bring a friend ðbut  
COME! Fun with fellow Presbyterians and their friends.      
What could be better? 
 

Monday, May 23 at 12:30 p.m. 
Encore Bistro Francais 

22 Chatsworth Ave 
Larchmont, NY 10580 

(914) 833-1661  
 

RSVP to Cindy Kuster at CKuster@aol.com or (914) 282-1956 

The RPC Mission and Outreach Benefit:  

 

Around the World in 80 Days 
 
 
 
 

 
BBQ and Silent Auction 

 

Saturday, May 7 

6:30 to 10:00 p.m. 
 

Only $50/person. RSVP required by signing up at RPC or 

by calling Carol Norton at (914) 967-0119 

mailto:CKuster@aol.com


BOARD MEETINGS 

Deacons:  Wednesday,  May 18 in the Library  

Session:    Wednesday,  May 25 in the Westminster Room  

Trustees:  Wednesday,  May 18 in the Youth Room   

 

WORSHIP AND STUDY 

Worship on Sunday:  

 8:30 a.m. Holy Communion in the Chapel and 10:00 a.m. worship in the Sanctuary 

Church School on Sunday: Regular Church School on May 1, 8, 15 and 22 

Confirmation:  May 1 during 10:00 a.m. worship in the Sanctuary 

Men’s Sunday Bible Study:    May 1 and 15 at 8:00 p.m. in the Library 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study:   May 11 and 25 at 9:15 a.m. in the Library 

Children’s Communion Workshop: Saturday, May 21 from 9:30-11:00 a.m. in the Westminster Room  

 

YOUTH 

Boy Scout Troop #2: Tuesdays in May at 7:00 p.m. in the Assembly Room  

Cub Scouts:  Wednesday, May 11 at 7:00 p.m. in the Assembly Room  

Girl Scout Leaders: Wednesday, May 4 and Monday, May 23 at 1:00 p.m. in the Westminster Room 

Connection:  Wednesday,  May 4 and 18, 5:30 p.m. in the Westminster Room 

    

MUSIC 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal: Sundays, 9:15 and 11:15 a.m.  

Children’s Choir Rehearsal: Thursdays, 3:45 p.m. in the Choir Room  

 

OTHER CHURCH MEETINGS, EVENTS AND PROGRAMS 

Christian Education Committee:  Wednesday, May 11, 7:30 p.m. in the Westminster Room 

Mission and Outreach Committee:  Wednesday, May 4, 7:30 p.m. in the Library  

Sandwichmakers: Thursday,  May 19, 11:00 a.m. in the Kitchen and Assembly Room 

Stephen Ministry:   

 Leaders: Tuesday, Wednesday, May 11 and 25 at 6:45 - 8:45 p.m. in the Library 

 Continuing Education and Supervision:  Tuesdays, May 3 and 17, 6:45-8:45 p.m. in the Westminster Room 

Thrift Shop: Thursdays, 10:00 a.m. - l:00 p.m., Downstairs 

 

OUTREACH AND SUPPORT GROUPS 

AA Rye Harrison Group: Mondays, 7:30 p.m. in the Assembly Room 

AA Group: Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. in the Westminster Room 

Mr. Westchester/Al-Anon Group: Mondays, 7:30 p.m. in the Library 

Homeless Overnight:  No homeless overnight this month.  

Dinner at Noon:  Saturday, May 28 at 11:00 a.m. at the Carver Center 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHONE: 914-967-0842  

www.ryepc.com 

 

rye presbyterian church • grace notes •May 2011 (5)

May Schedule of Meetings, Events and Programs 



 

 

Rye Presbyterian Church 

882 Boston Post Road, Rye, New York 10580 

May 2011 Newsletter 
Dated material 
Address correction requested 

Non-Profit 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 

White Plains, N.Y. 
Permit No. 1054 

rye presbyterian church • grace notes • May 2011 (6) 

 

RPNS  

Rye Presbyterian Nursery School 

 

During March and April, parents of RPNS 4-and 5-year-olds were 

invited to participate in an evening Parent Workshop in the    

classrooms or the Family Art Show. 

     The Parent Workshops ranged from working with clay to   

making musical instruments and coasters to creating images from   

photographs using an overhead projector. Both these experiences 

simulated processes in which our children regularly partake to 

―think with their hands.‖ Our goals were two fold –to invite     

parents into the classroom for an evening of conversation and 

community building and to offer a glimpse of how children learn 

at RPNS through our philosophy of early childhood education, 

using materials beyond the typical preschool crayons and scissors. 

Some classrooms inspired the discussion with a power point    

presentation, some created 

documentation panels to  

explain rationale and the 

process, step-by-step.  The 

next morning, students got to 

see their parents’ work and 

were genuinely awed and 

impressed with their parents’ 

participation and results! 

     The Art Show is the 

final exhibit of a year-

long study of famous 

artists in our 5’s and 

one of our 4’s classes. 

Parents, grandparents 

and siblings came    

together to enjoy this 

evening and celebrate 

the problem solving and strategies of the children’s learning 

and the beauty! During the course of the school year, the 

classes discuss the art of Monet, DaVinci, O’Keefe, Pollack to 

name a few. Then they reproduce a likeness using develop-

mentally appropriate processes. (The messy Jackson Pollacks 

were all done outside!) Children’s work from the entire year 

was on display during the 

Art Show as well as the      

children’s representations 

of famous artists’ work.  

The classes also go to the 

Neuberger Museum in   

Purchase to see original 

works by these artists. 


