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Stewardship Sunday  

In a powerful and poignant sermon, Stewardship Co-Chair Jim 

Howland launched this yearôs Stewardship Campaign and 

underscored its central themes.  Of special importance in this 

critical time of transition for RPC, he reminded us of the 

promise God made to his people through Jeremiah, that the 

plans of the Lord are to give his people ñhope and a future.ò   

   To realize that hope and future, Jim urged all of us to step 

back and rethink the meaning of the church in our lives and 

the lives of our families.  We can all think of many ways the 

church has touched and enriched our lives as we have moved 

forward, individually and collectively, on our faith journeys.  

Thus the Stewardship Committee intends to focus on increas-

ing our giving to the church as a reflection of our own growth 

in faith and what the church means to us. 
 

Time, Talent, and  Treasure  

Too often we tend to look at Stewardship only through the 

lens of finances.  Of course, increasing financial strength is 

essential to enable us to realize our hope and our future.  But 

Jim also reminded us of the equal importance of stewardship 

of time and talentðof our involvement in the life and work of 

the church.  In reflecting on all the ways the church has added 

meaning to our lives, we see how much that depends on the 

work and creativity of church membersðon OUR stewardship 

of time and talent.  Robust financial support, along with our 

own gifts of time and talent, are the three legs of the stool that 

supports RPC year-in and year-out. They work together to 

enable us to realize our hope and a future.   

Faith in Action Celebration!  

Immediately following the worship service, 

the congregation adjourned to the Assembly 

Room, to be greeted by a visual demonstration 

of the breadth and depth of the Faith of RPCôs 

members in Action, organized by the Steward-

ship Committee, led by Carol Norton and ably 

assisted by Gabby McCree and Darla Rohde.  

Volunteers from almost 40 boards, commit-

tees, organizations, and programs lined the 

sides of the Assembly Room, giving out infor-

mation about what they do and how interested 

congregants could volunteer or participate in 

their work.   

   While Sunday School children enjoyed an 

exciting scavenger hunt, adults gathered in the 

packed Assembly Room to connect in fellow-

ship with one another, nibble on tea sandwich-

es and cookies, and learn about all the ways 

RPC serves its congregation and other constit-

uencies in our community and the wider 

world.  This was a vivid demonstration of the extraordinary 

impact RPC has on the lives of others.  Yet given the enor-

mous potential of RPC and its congregation, we can and 

should do more.  And the Stewardship Campaign is challeng-

ing us to do just thatðto rethink what the church means to our 

lives and commit to increasing our stewardship of time, talent, 

and treasure to enable us to build the future that God has 

promised to us.              (continued on page 2) 
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(Stewardship continued) 
 

Faith in Action Spotlights  

To underscore all the church does, since 

early September the Stewardship Com-

mittee has sponsored a weekly series of 

ñSpotlightsò in the Sunday bulletin and 

the weekly email.  These give a brief 

overview of a particular part of the work 

of Faith in Action that RPC supports.  

This series will continue well into 2012, 

as we illustrate the multitude of ways 

RPC serves the world and brings mean-

ing to the lives of its members and 

friends.   
 

Friends and Fellowship  

Gatherings  

In an additional effort to help communi-

cate the meaning of RPC to the lives of 

its members, in October the Stewardship 

Committee hosted a series of Friends and 

Fellowship Gatherings organized by 

Margaret Blum and Andy Goodenough.  

In addition to food, fellowship, and good 

conversation, many of the gatherings 

used a brief ñWhatôs Your RPC IQò quiz 

to test the guestsô knowledge of many of 

the programs and activities of our 

church.  This, in turn, led to extended 

discussions of what the church had 

meant in peopleôs lives and what dreams 

people had for the future of RPC.  Many 

of those dreams depend on our willing-

ness to ñstep upò in stewardship finan-

cially, as well as in time and talent.  As 

Jim concluded in his sermon on October 

16, ñThis is our time for this faith com-

munity to achieve our true potentialòð

the hope and future God has promised to 

each of us.  

Stephen Ministry ñThe Caring 

of Faith in Actlon  

Paul urged all Christians to ñBear one 

anotherôs burdens, and in this way you 

will fulfill the law of Christ.ò (Galatians 

6:2).  At RPC one way we fulfill this 

calling is through Stephen Ministry.  Lay 

people who decide to become Stephen 

Ministers are given 50 hours of in-depth 

training, learning to be thoughtful, confi-

dential caregivers to others going 

through trials such as the death of a 

loved one, divorce, illness, unemploy-

ment, or any serious problem they have 

difficulty handling. 

   Since 2004, RPC has trained 21 Ste-

phen Leaders who in turn have trained 

71 Stephen Ministers. They learn the 

skills to connect with care and compas-

sion, and to listen deeply to people who 

are hurting. Those people are the 80+ 

ñcare receiversò ï people who have re-

ceived the grace of God through our Ste-

phen Ministers to help them through a 

crisis. Typical of RPC, many of them are 

from outside our congregation: Christ 

never limited his care to just ñus.ò All of 

this is free to the care receiver, but it is 

not free overall. It costs about $7,500 per 

year to sustain Stephen Ministry activi-

ties and to offer programs to the entire 

congregation, such as the ongoing work-

shop on Spiritual Gifts and the recent 

presentation on caregiving by guest 

speaker Donna Authers.  Yet the im-

measurable comfort provided by Stephen 

Ministers has always reinforced RPCôs 

decision to support this program. 

   The benefits of the Stephen Ministry 

are nicely illustrated in a quote from one 

of the 80+ care receivers, ñHaving the 

Stephen Ministries in my life has made a 

very difficult time much easier to navi-

gate through. Keep up the good work!ò 

Menõs Bible Study 

Sundays, November 6 and 20 

8:00 p.m. in the Library  

 

Wednesday Morning            

Bible Study  

It is on to the Epistle of James for the 

Wednesday morning crewðchallenging, 

practical, and down-to-earth!  Take note, 

weôre shifting off our normal schedule to 

work around Thanksgiving week. 

November 9 and 30 

9:15 a.m. in the Library 

 

Womenõs Bible Study 

Saturdays, November 5 and 12 

9:15 a.m. in the Library  

 

 

 

 

CONFIRMATION 2012   

Class meets in the Westminster Room: 

       Sunday, November 6: 

 4:00 p.m. Section A-K 

 5:00 p.m. Section L-Z 

       Sunday, November 20: 

 4:00 p.m. Section L-Z 

 5:00 p.m. Section A-K 

Stewardship, Stephen Ministry, Congregational Meeting,  

Bible Study, Confirmation  2012, Chancel Flowers  
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Sunday Chancel Flowers 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Each week, beautiful flowers adorn our 

sanctuary and provide an uplifting reminder 

of the goodness of God.  Please consider 

honoring the memory of a loved one or 

recognizing a special occasion by donating 

the chancel flowers.  Your donation will be 

noted in the church bulletin.  The fee is 

$45.00.  To make arrangements, please 

contact Rosemary in the church office ï 967

-0842x11 or rannunziato@ryepc.com.   

Congregational Meeting 

Election of Officers  

Sunday, November 13  

 

The Congregational Meeting  for the 

election of officers will be held on 

Sunday, November 13,  

immediately following the 10:00 a.m.  

worship service.   

Youth Group on a ñtrick-or-treatingò 

Scavenger Hunt for non-perishable 

goods in Indian Village. All ñtreatsò 

were donated to the Carver Center.  

Spooky Soup!  
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Faith in Action  

Celebration  


