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FAITH  

IN ACTION  
 

Several years ago, in 

the main hallway of the 

church, the existing 

photos on the walls 

were replaced by Mi-

chael Ghitelmanôs pho-

tos of various scenes   

in the life of Rye Pres-

byterian. Pictures of 

pastors and pictures of our church building were replaced by 
pictures of children in choir robes, Christmas pageants, scenes 

of worship - all scenes of a community of faith gathered.  To 

me it portrayed a very different kind of answer to the question 

ñwhat is church all about?ò   

 Yes, the church has pastors and, yes, this particular 

church is blessed to have been entrusted with an inspiring 

physical plant.  But throughout its history, RPC has always 

sought to be more than the sum of its pastoral leadership, and 

more than just a lovely building.  It has been a place where 

faith turns into action ï the kinds of things that Michael so 

nicely captured in his photographs. 
 As our Stewardship program this year is highlighting, 

ñfaith in actionò here at RPC continues apace.  Please take the 

time to look through this issue of Grace Notes.  Here, like the 

photos in the hall, are myriad portraits of how our shared faith 

deepens, joins us together, and becomes a way that Godôs love 

and grace become real in our lives, our community, and be-

yond. 

 Yet in putting faith in action, there is always a discern-

ment process.  With the many gifts, talents, and resources pre-

sent in this community, we can do many things both as      

individuals and to-

gether.   As we put 
faith into action we 

must be diligent in 

seeking Godôs di-

rection and guid-

ance.  Together 

and as individuals 

we must ask, 

ñWhat are we to 

do, here and now?ò  For as Frederick Buechner wrote, ñWhere 

our deep gladness and the world's deep hunger meet, we hear a 

further call." 
 As we continue in this time of transition as a church, let 

me particularly encourage your participation in a few key 

events this month.  On an individual level, our Stephen Minis-

try is offering a terrific workshop series which focuses on 

ñdiscerning your gifts and discovering your purpose.ò  It is a 

well-timed opportunity for personal study and reflection on 

questions of our unique giftedness and how such gifts might 

be used by God. 

 On October 16 there will be a ñFaith in Actionò celebra-
tion after the 10 oôclock worship service.  It will be a great 

opportunity to see the many ways that faith turns into action at 

RPC, and a great chance to further explore your own place of 

service. 

 Finally, as we continue in this interim time we will seek 

to discern a clearer sense of the unique mission and direction 

of our community of faith.  While the bulk of that work will 

take place under the skilled leadership of an interim pastor, 

this month, on Octo-

ber 2, we will have an 

opportunity to hear 

directly from Alban 
Institute consultant 

Susan Nienaber.  Im-

mediately following 

the 10 oôclock ser-

vice, Rev. Nienaber 

will share with us the 

highlights from the U.S. Congregational Life Survey and the 

insights from her own report to the church.  I hope you will 

plan to be there. 

 It is an exciting time in the life of Rye Presbyterian 

Church, and I look forward to our continued journey together 
putting our shared faith into action. 

 

 

The Rev. Daniel Love 
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Faith in Action,                      

an RPC Celebration  

Sunday, October 16 is Stewardship Sun-

day, the ñofficialò kickoff of the 2012 

Stewardship Campaign.  Immediately 

after the Stewardship sermon has been 

delivered by Co-Chair Jim Howland, we 

invite everyone to move to the Assembly 

Room to participate in the first 

(hopefully annual) Faith in Action Cele-

bration, illustrating the dozens of pro-
grams our church provides to enrich the 

lives of our members and to help people 

throughout the congregation, in our local 

communities, and in pockets of need in 

the US and the world.    

   The giving of each RPC member and 

friend supports those programs, which 

will be on vivid display in the Assembly 

Room on October 16.  Come and learn 

more about Church School, the Wom-

enôs Association, 3 Tôs, Mission and 

Outreach, the work of our boards, and 
much, much more.  An abundance of 

delicious food will make the celebration 

filling as well as fulfilling, and there will 

be supervised activities for children and 

care for infants and toddlers.   

   AND . . . there will be prizes for peo-

ple who complete their ñnetworking 

cardòðtestifying that they have visited 

at least 3 of the program exhibits and 

learned some fascinating facts about the 

impact of our amazing church.  All those 

programs are only possible through the 

generous stewardship of RPCôs members 

and friends.  So please join the Steward-

ship Committee on October 16 for 

RPCôs Faith in Action Celebration! 

 

Friends and Fellowship     

Gatherings  

The Stewardship Committee is also host-

ing a series of Friends and Fellowship 

Gatherings.  A key element of this 
yearôs campaign, these gatherings will 

bring people in the congregation together 

in small groups to have fun, get to know 

one another better, learn more about the 

wide assortment of ways RPC helps each 

of us and our communities, ponder how 

we can each support RPC most effective-

ly in the year ahead, and dream about 

what more RPC can doðhow we can 

grow in strength and service. 

   A few of those gatherings took place in 

the last week of September.  They were 
oversubscribed and those in attendance 

said they were filled with fun, fellow-

ship, good food and drink, and engaging 

dialogue about RPC.  The other gather-

ings, scheduled for the first half of Octo-

ber (7, 9, 13, 14, 15, and 23), will be 

filled with the same. Everyone is invited, 

so we urge you to sign up for one of the 

gatherings, either on the clipboards in 

the reception area or by calling Rose-

mary at the church, 967-0842 x11.     

   Margaret Blum (marg.blum@ 

gmail.com) and Andy Goodenough 

(agoodenough@sbmedia.com) are coor-

dinating this effort.  They, along with the 

Chairs of Stewardship, Jim Howland 
(howland5jd@aol.com) and Gabby 

McCree (gabmccree1@aol.com), are 

eager to hear your reactions to the gath-

erings, what you learned from them and 

your dreams for RPCôs future.  Look to 

Novemberôs Grace Notes for a summary. 

Spotlights on . . .  

As you may have noticed in recent Sun-

day bulletins and weekly emails, the 

Stewardship Committee is shining a 

ñSpotlightò each week on one element of 

the way RPC puts its Faith into Action.  

So far, weôve highlighted worship it-

selfðwhere all our faith begins, as well 

as Stephen Ministry, church school, and 

Mission and Outreach.  During October, 
look for Spotlights on the Worship and 

Music Committee, the Buildings and 

Grounds Committee, Trustees, support 

staff, and Lives in Transition.  Learn a 

little more about your church each week. 
 

Stewardship Committee, 2011 

Jim Howland and Gabby McCree (Co-Chairs), 

Margaret Blum, Barbara Cummings, Andy 

Goodenough, Jeff Greene, Kristin Jautz, Cindy 

Kuster, David Lukes, Laura Mackenzie, Carol 

Norton,  Darla Rohde, George Russell, Bob 

Steed, Jarrett Sydell, Sarah Thompson. 

Whatõs New in Stewardship 

(2)

Alban Institute Update ð 

Understanding the Report to RPC ñOctober 2  

The Session invites the congregation to 

hear Alban Institute consultant Susan 

Nienaber speak immediately after wor-

ship on Sunday, October 2.  At that time 

she will present an overview of the U.S. 

Congregational Life survey and her re-

cent consulting report to the Session.  

Please plan to join us as we look to the 

future of Rye Presbyterian. 

Remembering 9/11 at RPC  



Stephen Ministry  

Exploring your Gifts, 

Discovering your Purpose 
 

Mondays, October 17, October 24, 

November 7 and November 14, 2011 

7:00 ï 9:15 p.m., Westminster Room 
 

Have you everé.. 

¶ Sought greater personal and spiritual 

growth? 

¶ Wanted to become more involved in 

meaningful ministry but not sure what 

you would excel at or enjoy? 

If you haveé.then do we have the 

course for you! 

     Our Stephen Ministry is offering a 

course titled Discovering Godôs Vision 

for Your Life: You and Your Spiritual 

Gifts that will help address these ques-

tions and more.  

     The Holy Spirit has given each of us 
unique gifts that God uses to help others 

see and experience Jesusô love. Many of 

us, however, have never unwrapped or 

discovered our spiritual gifts. Sign up 

and embark on a journey of discovery 

and ministry in a four-week course de-

veloped by Dr. Kenneth C. Haugk, 

founder of the Stephen Series system of 

lay-caring ministry and the author of 

many books, including best-selling 

Christian Caregivingða Way of Life. 
     This course is biblically based and 

answers such questions as: 

¶ To whom are spiritual gifts given? 

¶ What is the purpose of spiritual gifts? 

¶ How can I be sure that I have a partic-
ular spiritual gift? 

¶ What does the Bible say about each 

spiritual gift? 

¶ What is the difference between the 

fruit of the Spirit and the gifts of the 

Spirit? 

The course will be taught by the clergy 

and Stephen Leaders.  Registration fee: 

$16.00 for materials. Each session builds 

on previous classes, so attendance at all 

sessions is important. To register contact 

Carol Love at cloveny@optonline.net or 

914.967.9262. Or complete the sign-up 

sheet located at the front desk.  Please 
register by October 3. 

 

Confirmation 2012  

 

With the orientation to the year under the 

belt, a new confirmation class is off and 

running for another season!  The class 

will gather at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, Oc-

tober 2, to kick-off the year and get to 

know each other just a bit.  Classes will 

be in the late afternoon on Sundays and 

will begin this month after we commis-

sion the class during worship on October 

16 for their year of study.  Soon they will 
be wrestling with the deeper questions of 

the Christian faith ï who IS God?  How 

can this world both seem so beautiful 

and so broken?  Where do I fit in the 

larger story of what God is up to?  The 

class will also be working through a va-

riety of readings, including ñThe Study 

Catechismò ï a recent work of our de-

nomination that spells out the essentials 

of our shared faith.  Please keep this 

yearôs class in your prayers throughout 
the coming months! 

 

Menõs Bible StudyñJames  

During the coming weeks, the menôs 

bible study group will continue to read 

through the Epistle of James.  Septem-

berôs discussions were excellent ï good 

wrestling over Jamesô vision of a faith 
that is deep, heartfelt, and always put 

into practice in daily life. All are wel-

come to join in on Sunday evenings, 

October 16 and 30, at 8:00 p.m. in the 

church library.  If youôd like to be on an 

email reminder list, let Dan Love know: 

dlove@ryepc.com. 

 

Wednesday Morning  

Bible Study  

The Wednesday bible study is currently 

studying the intriguing story of Esther ï 
a great heroine of the Jewish faith.  This 

month we are scheduled to meet on Oc-

tober 12 and 26 to continue this interest-

ing read.  We meet every other Wednes-

day in the church library ï coffee at 9:15 

a.m. and reading together soon thereaf-

ter.  Contact Dan Love for more infor-

mationðdlove@ryepc.com. 

 
 

New Member Orientation  

 

Perhaps youôve been coming to RPC a 

long time, or perhaps you are brand new 

to the area.  Either way, if youôve 

thought about officially joining in the 

life and ministry of RPC, this is the time.   

   All those who are interested in becom-
ing a member of the Rye Presbyterian 

Church are invited to take part in the 

New Member Orientation classes.  The 

classes are Sundays, October 23 and 30, 

in the church library immediately fol-

lowing worship. Childcare will be avail-

able.  In the classes, we will explore 

what it means to be a Presbyterian in 

general, and what it means to actively 

live out the faith together as a part of this 

particular church.  In addition to the Sun-

day classes, there will a dessert meeting 
with the leadership of the church on Sun-

day evening, November 13, at 7:00 p.m.  

This is a time to meet the officers of the 

church and for the Session to meet brief-

ly to approve the new class for church 

membership.  Public welcome and 

recognition of the new members will 

take place during worship on Sunday, 

November 20. 

   Anyone wishing to learn more about 

joining the church, contact Rosemary 
Annunziato in the church office ï ran-

nunziato@ryepc.com or 967-0842x11. 
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Stephen Ministry, Confirmation 2012,  

Bible Study, New Member Orientation  

Church School children 

create a Baby Moses Craft.  
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Christian                              

Education  

 

October is a busy month in Church 

School.  On Oct. 2, we will learn about 

how God calls people through the story 

of the burning bush.  On Oct. 9, we will 

help others in need with our enrichment 

activity.  Oct. 16 will be all about how 

Moses asked Pharoah to let the Israelites 

go.  During the Faith in Action Celebra-
tion on the that day, children will have a 

very special scavenger hunt to learn 

about stewardship.  Be sure to take a 

break from window painting on Oct. 23 

to learn about the 10 Plagues.  And final-

ly, Oct. 30 will be all about the Israel-

itesô exciting escape from Egypt, when 

Moses parted the Red Sea! 

   Donôt forget about the annual pumpkin 

carving!  Enjoy Halloween festivities 

and carve pumpkins with RPC families 
on Sunday, Oct. 30, from 4:00ï6:00 p.m.  

Pizza and pumpkins will be provided, 

and costumes are welcome!  Please rsvp 

(so we have enough pumpkins) to Emily 

Foon. 

Youth  

 

Connection meets on October 5 and 19.  

All 6-8th graders are welcome to join in 

on the fun!  We start at 5:30 p.m. with 

pizza and then spend the rest of the time 

on games, learning, and fun.   Connec-

tion ends at 6:45 p.m.  Parent volunteers 

are needed for this month.  Please con-

tact Emily Foon. 
 

Youth Group  

 

Youth Group kicks off Oct. 2 with our 

ice cream and sardines party.  Not the 

sardines you eat (ick)ðthe kind you 
play!   Weôll meet in the Youth Room at 

6:00 p.m. right after Confirmation class.  

This month, we are also doing our annu-

al Spooky Soup event on Sunday, Octo-

ber 16.  After a pizza dinner, we will 

trick-or-treat for canned goods to donate 

to the Carver Center.  Costumes are ab-

solutely welcome, and the team who 

gathers the most canned goods gets 

iTunes gift cards!  After the girl team 

won last year, hopefully the boys will 

make a better showing this time around. 

Womenõs Association 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Womenôs Association is proud to 

reveal its new logo.  Several items will 

be for sale during the October 16 Fel-

lowship Coffee hour.  A special thank- 

you to Kristin Jautz who put many of the 

pieces of this WA logo puzzle together 

for us. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Cynthia Deen displays items 

featuring the new WA logo 

 

RPC Online Directory and    

Information  

In a church like RPC that is always 

growing and changing, it is an ongoing 

challenge to continue to develop the cru-

cial connections that keep us together.  

To better help us in the task, this month 

we will be launching secure, password-

protected access to certain information 

within the church database.  Once 

youôve navigated the login process, there 

you will be able to view and update your 
family information and giving record; 

update your family photo, and view an 

electronic church membership directory. 

Instructions for how to login will be 

coming via email this month, so we need 

to make sure we have your current email.  

If you are not currently getting weekly 

updates from RPC, please contact Rose-

mary in the church office, rannun-

ziato@ryepc.com or 967-0842x11, to 

give her your email address.  Keep an 

eye on your inbox!  

Middle School Connection Pool Party  

 

Middle School Connection kicked off with its 

annual cook-out and pool party.   
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

Womenôs Association 
 

Books & Bagels 
with guest speaker Andrea Raynor, 

Author of The Voice That Calls You Home 
 

Tuesday, November 8 ¶ 9:15-11:15 a.m. ¶ Library 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A graduate of Harvard Divinity School, Andrea Raynor is a Unit-

ed Methodist minister, a chaplain, and a cancer survivor.  She 
served as the Chaplain to the Jansen Memorial Hospice in Tucka-

hoe, New York for over 10 years, has worked with the homeless 
in NYC and Boston, and was a pastor to churches in NY, CT, and 

MA. 
   In the aftermath of September 11, she served as a chaplain to 

the morgue at Ground Zero, offering blessings over remains and 
support to the many workers there.  She has lectured throughout 

the New York area and has appeared as a guest on public televi-
sion and radio. 

   She currently lives with her family in Westchester, New York, 
where she is the Chaplain to the Rye Fire Department. 

 
For further information, contact Kristin Jautz:   

KristinJautz@verizon.net 

Peacemaking Sunday, October 2 
 

The Mission and Outreach Committee has placed envelopes in the pews 

and asks that you help two organizations needing assistance:   

- Save the Children, an international agency helping over 200,000 chil-

dren and their families in Somalia, Kenya, and Ethiopia suffering from 

famine. 

- National Presbyterian Churchôs Peacemaking Program providing 

congregational training and resources to deal with conflict in helping 

families live out their faith in the midst of challenges and even violence. 

 

Please join the Womenôs Association for our Fall  
 

 

You are invited to Womenôs Bible 

Study which will begin on Satur-

day, October 1, 9:15 a.m. in the 

Library.  Please join us for hot 

coffee, camaraderie, and a fasci-
nating journey through our an-

cient and holy texts.  Additional 

October dates will be October 15 

and October 29. 

ñThere is no homework!ò 

Info:  Contact Cynthia de Santis,  
desantiscw@aol.com 

Lives in Transition  
 

 

 

 

 

October Offerings 
 

October 6:  ñLinkedin: Your Network is 

Bigger Than You Thinkò.   Brian Tietje, 

Strategic Account Executive for Linkedin, 

will explain the power of this popular and 

important global professional network 

that connects you to trusted contacts and 

helps you exchange knowledge, ideas, 
and opportunities.  Brian will outline 

guiding principles. and provide you with 

tips for growing your network and con-

necting with hiring managers. 
 

October 20:  "Linkedin Work-

shop".  Back by Popular Demand!  Fol-

lowing our October 6 session, this Work-

shop will help you get the most from this 

powerful resource. Trainers will conduct 

hands-on break-out groups that will 

demonstrate specific features of Linkedin 
based on your questions and level of pro-

ficiency.  Advance sign-up requested. 
 

All Lives in Transition sessions are held 

in the Assembly Room at the Rye Presby-

terian Church, and start promptly at 7:00 

p.m. and end at 9:00 p.m. Please register 

in advance at: 
 

 livesintransition@gmail.com   
 

Tuesday, October 11 

 From 7 to 9 p.m. 
 

At the home of Dinah and Jim How-

land * 349 Locust Ave, Rye.  

Refreshments will be provided. 

Come alone or bring a friend ï either 

way weôd love to see you! 
 

Sign up at the reception desk or email 

KristinJautz@verizon.net  

The RPC Bulletin Board  


