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Looking Backward 

Looking Forward 
 

Since it was set into place in 1869, the stone above the steeple 

door facing the Post Road remained a rough, uncarved space.  

As the momentous year 2000 approached on the mental hori-

zon, the church decided to finally have that ―tympanum‖ (as I 

learned it was called) carved and to do so in a way that cap-

tured a faith-filled sense of the future as Rye Presbyterian en-

tered the new millennium.  In a spirit of hope, an angel was 

carved opening the door to the future. 

     Looking at that carving over the years since then, I’ve 

noted that there isn’t a clear sense in the stone of what might 

come through that door, or what lies on the other side.  Com-

ing through the opening there seems to be something that 

looks like leaves – or is that smoke?  It’s hard to tell.  And is 

that angel really looking forward with hope, or looking back 

to the past, thinking that shutting the door might be a better 

option? 

     Most would agree with that sentiment a year later when the 

crystal blue skies of the morning of September 11, 2001 

would bring unimaginable violence and destruction, changing 

forever our view of the world and what a new millennium 

would be about. 

     This year, as we approach September 11 ten years later, 

like that angel, we will pause and look back in remembrance 

at that terrible day.  In our special worship services on Sep-

tember 11, will we look back with eyes of faith – faith that 

while honoring the past with its great sorrows and deep fears, 

will also turn and look with hope to the future. 

     While it rearranges our traditional fall schedule by delaying 

the Fall Festival and the formal beginning of Sunday School 

until September 18, I invite you to come and be a part of this 

important day. As you will read in this issue of Grace Notes, 

all are invited to share their remembrances of 9/11 – bringing 

these difficult memories into the healing presence of our 

shared life of faith.  Gathered in the presence of God in Word 

and Sacrament, together we will seek a sense of God’s healing 

and hope. 

     In the days that follow that Sunday, and as we return to 

―life as usual‖ (though I’ve come to wonder what that 

means…), we as a church will be much like that stone angel 

once again.  Together we will pause, look back, and take stock 

of our situation as we absorb and think about the feedback of 

the Alban Institute study. As we enter a time of an interim 

pastorate, once again we will think deeply about who we are, 

and who God desires us to be as a church.  Yet as you’ll see in 

this newsletter, we will not just be sitting still, paused on the 

threshold.  Already, the door to our future is opening – and 

there are any number of new and forward-looking ideas that 

will be coming to fruition in the days to come.  Then, with a 

sense of confidence in God’s presence and God’s guidance 

into the days to come, together we’ll swing wide that door and 

take our next steps into the hope-filled future God has for us 

all. 
 

Yours in faith, 
 

Daniel H. Love 

What’s Inside? 

Page 2: Remembering 9/11, Stewardship 

Page 3: Stephen Ministry, Bible Studies 

Page 4:  Choirs, Confirmation 2012, 

 Lives in Transition  

Page 5: Christian Education, Youth, 

Women’s Association 

Page 6: Summer Youth Mission Trip 

Page 7: Bulletin Board 

Page 8: RPNS 

Insert: Sundays in September / 

 September Monthly Schedule 



rye presbyterian church • grace notes • September 2011 

     As the RPC calendar turns into Sep-

tember, the many activities at the heart 

of our wonderful church spring into ac-

tion—worship in our beloved Sanctuary, 

church school, RPNS, confirmation, Bi-

ble study, choir practice, committee 

meetings, Thrift Shop opening, planning 

and budgeting, and so many more.  Re-

flecting on the many ways RPC serves 

God, our congregation, and the wider 

community reminds us that the church is 

not simply the staff or the building—it is 

US.  It is in that context that we approach 

stewardship in 2011, recognizing, in the 

words of Jeremiah 29, that God is giving 

us a hope and a future, on which it is our 

responsibility to build. 

     This year’s Stewardship Campaign 

will help us all reflect on what the 

church does for us in many ways, large 

and small.  And in turn how the gifts of 

time, talent, and treasure that we give to 

God through the church enable us to do 

God’s work in the world.  We’re going 

to start early this year:  Every Sunday, 

starting September 4 through the end of 

the year, the bulletin will feature a Spot-

light on one or more elements of the 

church’s ministry—your ministry—from 

Church School to Keenagers, from Stee-

ple bells to Thrift Shop basement, from 

Bible study to homeless overnights to the 

faith-filled work of Stephen Ministry and 

Lives in Transition.  These are all parts 

of Your Faith in Action. 

     Plus we’ll have fun.  During Septem-

ber and October, we will hold a series of 

Friends and Fellowship Gatherings in the  

homes of members of the Stewardship 

Committee (and others who are willing 

to host).  These will be occasions for fun 

and fellowship (featuring food and 

drink), times to get to know more people 

in the congregation, times when we can 

all learn more about what our church 

does for us and perhaps a little about our 

collective dreams for the future.  Yes, 

and we’ll have a game or two covering 

fun facts about RPC, to keep things 

lively.  We’ll also talk about what is re-

quired of us to enable the church to con-

tinue to be the vibrant, active, positive 

force in our lives that it is.  Hopefully, it 

will also be a time when each of us can 

begin to thoughtfully and prayerfully 

reflect on what our own faith leads us to 

give in support of the work of the 

church.   

     Stewardship is usually positioned 

around what the church needs to pay its 

staff and ensure that our glorious build-

ing is properly maintained.  In other 

words, its budget. The Stewardship 

Committee recognizes that this is criti-

cally important.  But we suggest that 

even more important is what the faith of 

each of us urges us to give to the glory of 

God and the work of Christ in the world.  

Out of the manifold blessings God has 

showered on us, what does our faith tell 

us we should give to God’s church?  Is 

our level of giving consistent with all the 

church means to us in our lives? 

     This is a time of transition for RPC.  

And it is exactly in such transition times 

that we need to reflect on the blessings 

that this strong, vibrant institution has 

given to us and how those blessings can 

be made even richer as we move boldly 

into the future God promises to us.   

     Therefore, starting in early September 

before the Stewardship Campaign 

―officially‖ starts on October 16, we are 

having a weekly focus on individual 

aspects of RPC’s Faith in Action to help 

us capture the ways those blessings come 

to us here in Rye—and how we share 

those blessings with the community and 

the world.  We will also tell some sto-

ries—stories of what our church means 

to the lives of individuals and families in 

the church.   

     And, as noted earlier, we will gather 

in fellowship to talk with one another, in 

small groups, about the meaning of the 

church and how we can best support it.  

We urge everyone to sign up for one of 

these events either on sign-up sheets in 

the Reception Office or by contacting 

Rosemary in the church office.  We will 

then magically mix and match congre-

gants with hosts so that everyone has the 

opportunity to attend one gathering.    

     In the weeks ahead, we look forward 

to talking with each of you about the 

collective hopes we all have for RPC and 

the positive future God has in store for 

us. 

Stewardship Committee, 2011: 

Jim Howland and Gabby McCree (Co-Chairs), 

Margaret Blum, Barbara Cummings, Andy 

Goodenough, Jeff Greene, Kristin Jautz, Cindy 

Kuster, David Lukes, Laura Mackenzie, Carol 

Norton,  Darla Rohde, George Russell, Bob 

Steed, Jarrett Sydell, Sarah Thompson. 

Stewardship 2011— Hope and a Future 

(2)

     The events of 9/11 and beyond dam-

aged countless lives. Following our 

theme of Remembrance, Hope, and 

Healing, our Session has approved a 

special offering as part of our 9/11 wor-

ship service, for the benefit of these vic-

tims. The proceeds from this offering 

will be given in equal proportion to The 

Troops First Organization and The 

Global Partnership for Afghanistan. Both 

these organization come highly recom-

mended to us from members of our Con-

gregation. 

     The Troops First Foundation has cre-

ated programs and specialized events 

designed for wounded warriors and their 

families that address relationship-

building, mentoring, reintegration, and 

looking forward. 

     Over a four-year project, The Global 

Partnership for Afghanistan and partner 

organizations, including the World Bank, 

are modernizing and revitalizing the 

once thriving horticultural industry ne-

glected during three decades of conflict 

in that nation. For more information, 

please visit their websites: 
 

http://www.troopsfirstfoundation.org/ 

http://www.gpfa.org/home/ 
 

    Please remember our invitation to 

share your memories of that fateful day, 

and to memorialize those memories in 

any way you feel appropriate. These 

remembrances can take the form of a 

simple narrative, a poem, a drawing, a 

song, a photograph, or whatever manner 

each of us feels best captures your per-

sonal thoughts. We plan to display these 

in the Assembly Room for view after the 

special service on Sunday, September 

11th.  If you’d like to take part in this 

sharing, please plan on bringing your 

recollections and reflections to the 

Church Office by September 1. 

     We invite you to share your thoughts 

and feelings with that in mind.   

Remembering 9/11 

Remembrance, Hope, and Healing 

http://www.troopsfirstfoundation.org/
http://gpfa.org/home/


What Am I To Do?  

The Caregiver’s Challenge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Guest Speaker:  

Donna Authers 
 

Monday, September 19 

7:30 p.m. 

Westminster Room 
 

How do you react when you learn that a 

friend or a loved one has been diagnosed 

with a life-threatening illness?  Every-

body wants to help, but not everybody 

knows what to say or do. Knowing what 

to do must match the circumstances and 

a dramatic life-changing diagnosis will 

prompt a mix of responses—practical, 

emotional, and spiritual. 

     Stephen Minister, author, and inspira-

tional speaker Donna Authers will be 

highlighting caregiving insights gleaned 

from varied real-life situations she has 

encountered to offer answers to these 

challenging questions. Many lessons of 

how to live, how to dispel our fears, and 

how to die with no regrets are captured 

in her book, A Sacred Walk: Dispelling 

the Fear of Death and Caring for the 

Dying.  

     This presentation will appeal to all 

generations, helping us to recognize our 

roles both as a caregiver and a care re-

ceiver at every stage of life.  

     Come and learn why pastoral and 

family caregivers have adopted A Sacred 

Walk as their newest resource.  

A Sacred Walk and its 

companion Discussion 

Guide will be available 

for purchase.  

     ―Caregivers, sen-

iors, and those with 

aging parents will find 

A Sacred Walk to be a 

sensitive, scripture-

based read . . . an excellent book for 

small-group discussion, to leave at one’s 

bedside, and most certainly to keep desk 

center for quick reference.‖ – The Liv-

ing Church magazine  

     ―This book will not only help you 

heal the fear and issues that surround 

"the ultimate healing," but also help you 

experience good grief. Read it and reap 

as you weep. This book will touch your 

soul.‖ – Rev. Nigel Mumford 
 

Join us for some spiritual spelunking: 

Four Mondays, beginning October 17 
 

Discovering God’s Vision 

for Your Life 
 

Mondays, October 17, October 24, 

November 7 and November 14, 2011 

7:00 – 9:15 pm, Westminster Room 
 

Have you ever….. 

 Wondered what God’s will is for your 

life? 

 Sought greater personal and spiritual 

growth? 

 Wanted to become more involved in 

meaningful ministry but not sure what 

you would excel at or enjoy? 

If you have….then do we have the 

course for you! 

     Our Stephen Ministry is offering a 

course titled Discovering God’s vision 

for your life: You and your spiritual gifts 

that will help address these questions and 

more.  

     The Holy Spirit has given each of us 

unique gifts that God uses to help others 

see and experience Jesus’ love. Many of 

us, however, have never unwrapped or 

discovered our spiritual gifts. Sign up 

and embark on a journey of discovery 

and ministry in a four-week course de-

veloped by Dr Kenneth C Haugk, foun-

der of the Stephen Series system of lay-

caring ministry and the author of many 

books, including best-selling Christian 

Caregiving—a Way of Life. 

     This course is biblically based and 

answers questions such as: 

 To whom are spiritual gifts given? 

 What is the purpose of spiritual gifts? 

 How can I be sure that I have a par-

ticular spiritual gift? 

 What does the Bible say about each 

spiritual gift? 

 What is the difference between the 

fruit of the Spirit and the gifts of the 

Spirit? 

The course will be taught by the clergy 

and Stephen Leaders.  Registration fee: 

$16.00 for materials. Each session builds 

on previous classes, so attendance at all 

sessions is important. To register contact 

Carol Love at cloveny@optonline.net or 

914.967.9262. Or complete the sign‑up 

sheet located at the front desk.  Please 

register by October 3rd. 
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Stephen Ministry 

Fall Spiritual Exploration Events at Rye Presbyterian Church 
Empowered caregiving for all generations 

Bible Studies 

Men’s Bible Study—James 

 

If you have been pondering how the bi-

ble speaks to us about life and faith, now 

is a great time to join this twice monthly 

gathering of men.  This fall we will be 

starting fresh with one of the more prac-

tical books of the Bible – James.  ―Faith 

is great‖ says he, but faith without 

works?  That’s a problem.  While some 

argued that James was without enough 

grace and therefore unfit to be in the 

Bible, we will take a look and decide for 

ourselves! If you’d like to get email re-

minders about this ongoing study, con-

tact Dan Love at dlove@ryepc.com. 

     Sunday evenings, September 11 and 

25, at 8:00 p.m. in the church library. 
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
 

Near summer’s end, we began our look 

at the book most likely to be overlooked 

for study in a Christian church – Esther!  

No mention of God.  No mention of the 

temple.  Reads a little like a romance 

novel!  What IS it doing in the Bible? If 

you are interested in finding out and be-

coming a regular or even occasional par-

ticipant in this ongoing discussion – 

please come! To get on the email re-

minder list, contact Dan Love at 

dlove@ryepc.com. 

     This month: Wednesdays,  September 

14 and 28,at 9:15 a.m. in the library. 

mailto:cloveny@optonline.net
mailto:dlove@ryepc.com
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Choirs, Confirmation 2012, Lives in Transition 

Wanted:  Singers and Ringers        

RPC’s music program depends upon the 

committed voluntary contributions of 

time and talent from church members, 

and we are always eager to welcome 

committed new people who will share in 

this important ministry. 

     The chancel choir sings each Sunday 

for nine months of the year, on the great 

festivals of the church year, and for oc-

casional concerts and musical services.  

The first full choir service of the season 

will be on Sunday, September 25.  Re-

hearsals are on Thursday evenings from 

October through early May, and a sec-

ond rehearsal is held after worship on 

Sundays for those who are unable to 

come on Thursday or who simply find 

this option more convenient.  (It is 

―either/or,‖ not ―both/and.‖)  Previous 

choral experience is not a prerequisite 

although a basic ability to read music 

(i.e. identify simple notations of pitch 

and rhythm) and the ability to sing in 

parts is necessary.  We are very fortunate 

to have a faithful and friendly core of 

professional singers who are a huge help 

to experienced and inexperienced singers 

alike.  We are a happy band of singers 

and a warm welcome awaits you! 

     We are also hoping to revive the 

handbell group on a periodic basis.  Both 

experienced and inexperienced players 

are welcome although good rhythmic 

sense and the ability to count musical 

notation with a fair degree of accuracy is 

crucial.  Kevin Walters, Director of Mu-

sic, will gladly arranged private tutoring 

for seriously interested neophytes. 

     Please consider how you might be 

able to share in this rewarding part of our 

church community.  The personal satis-

faction is very great and the benefit is 

inestimable.  Mr. Walters will be pleased 

to answer questions about your involve-

ment in any aspect of our music program 

and can be reached at the church on 

weekdays, 967.0842 x16. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come Sing with the           

Summer Choir 

Until the regular full choir season re-

sumes on September 25 there will be an 

opportunity to participate in the informal 

summer choir on September 11 and 18.  

If you enjoy singing and would like to 

participate in this informal group, we 

meet in the choir room at 9:30 a.m. each 

Sunday.  During worship you can sit in 

the congregation; at the time of the offer-

tory everyone will gather on the chancel 

steps.  The music will be simple and 

easy to learn.  Please join us!  A warm 

welcome (but not a warm vestment!) 

awaits you.   

     If you have questions, please contact 

music director Kevin Walters, 967.0842 

x16 or kwalters@ryepc.com. 
 

Confirmation 2012 

 

Who is God?  Who am I?  What does 

God have to do with me?  Where does 

Jesus, and church, and the Holy Spirit fit 

in all this? How do things like faith and 

prayer make any sense in this world of 

homework and Facebook? 

     This month, the confirmation class of 

2012 will begin its exploration of these 

questions and many more - questions 

that lie at the heart of our faith journeys. 

To begin the year, following worship on 

Sunday, September 25, there will be an 

orientation meeting for those considering 

Confirmation and their parents in Craw-

ford Chapel. At that time we will map 

out where we are headed over the next 

nine months. 

     Again this year, the class will meet 

throughout the year, and will be active in 

many aspects of the church, including 

the traditional duty as Sunday crucifer, 

help at church events, as well as in the 

mission of the church in the local com-

munity. Come March we’ll venture on 

our winter trip to Vermont. 

     This year we’ll start our time together 

as a class with a pizza dinner at the 

church on Sunday, October 2, at 5:00 

p.m. in the Westminster Room. 

     If you are a ninth grader or have a 

child who is in the ninth grade and have 

not received information regarding Con-

firmation, or if you have any questions, 

please contact Rev. Love. 
 

Lives in Transition 
 

 

 

 

September Offerings 

 

September 1st: ―It's All About You -

Accelerated Networking.‖  An evening 

of small group discussions focusing on 

the latest networking practices.  Groups 

will be facilitated by experienced leaders 

from the business community.  Partici-

pants will have an opportunity to share, 

address individual issues, learn from 

each other, and socially network.  Come 

prepared to discover and share.  Led by 

Lee Velta, President of Impax Commu-

nications. 

September 15th:    "The Proactive Job 

Search:  Take Control!  Don't Just Re-

act!"  Cheryl Hepburn Greenhalgh, VP 

and Career Consultant at Lee Hecht Har-

rison, will share the tips and techniques 

for launching a proactive job 

search.  She will provide guidance on 

creating a marketing plan: identifying 

possible positions, articulating preferred 

functions and core competencies, and 

developing a list of target organizations 

to plan and implement a successful mar-

ket-driven seach. 

     All sessions will be held at the church 

in the Assembly Room, Library, or 

Chapel.   

     Registration begins at 6:45 p.m., and 

the program begins promptly at 7 p.m. to 

9 p.m.  Advanced registration is re-

quested by email to:  livesintransi-

tion@gmail.com. 

 

The Blessing of the Animals? 

mailto:kwalters@ryepc.com
mailto:livesintransition@gmail.com
mailto:livesintransition@gmail.com
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Christian Education, Youth, Women’s Association 

Christian Education 

 

Happy fall from Christian Education!  

Hopefully everyone has had a wonderful 

summer and is ready for school and 

cooler weather.  We are starting off the 

2011-2012 church school year with the 

story of Moses.   During the month of 

September, we begin this series with the 

story of Moses in the bulrushes and con-

tinue with Moses until Advent begins. 

September 11th: 

 A few special notes: Since September 

11th will be a special memorial Sunday, 

there will be limited Sunday School of-

ferings for children aged three years to 

5th grade.  If parents feel that their child 

aged 5th grade or younger should experi-

ence the 9/11 memorial service, they are, 

of course, encouraged to do so.  Adults 

are needed to help chaperone combined 

classes on September 11.  Please contact 

Emily Foon if you are interested. 

Family Fellowship: 

Family Fellowship also kicks off with a 

church-wide event during the month of 

September.  On September 25th at 2:00 

p.m., we will follow in the steps of St. 

Francis of Assisi, honoring all God’s 

creatures with a ―Blessing of the Ani-

mals.‖  Please bring your furry friends 

either in person or photograph.  Small 

children are also welcome to bring their 

favorite stuffed animal.  Hope to see you 

there! 

 
 

Youth 

 

Middle School Connection –  

Pool Party! 

The middle school youth Connection 

will plunge right into the fall schedule 

with a Pool Party at the Skelseys’ 

house.  On Wednesday, September 21, 

from 5:30 to 6:45 p.m., all 6th, 7th and 8th 

graders are invited to join in at 9 Sunset 

Lane for a poolside cook-out. Put it on 

the calendar.  Parents, please give Emily 

Foon a call at 967-0842 x17 if you are 

willing to help organize food for the pool 

party.  We also need a Grill Master.  

Applicants can get in touch with Emily 

Foon.  Thanks! 

     While you have the calendar out, go 

ahead and mark down that Connection 

typically meets on the first and third 

Wednesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. 

in the Westminster Room.  We begin 

with a pizza dinner and then move on to 

a mixture of fun, games, learning more 

about each other and our faith, and peri-

odic adventures within and beyond the 

walls of RPC. Ahead on the schedule for 

2010-2011 are the annual trek to The 

Rock Club for indoor rock climbing and 

the memorable Friday evening Night-

watch at the Cathedral of St. John the 

Divine. See you all soon! 
 

 

Youth Group 

 

High School Youth Group is getting 

started for the fall with our annual Ice 

Cream and Sardines event in the church.  

We will meet in the Westminster Room 

immediately after the opening Confirma-

tion meeting on October 2nd.  This fall, 

don’t miss our annual Spooky Soup 

fundraiser to benefit the Carver Center.  

We’ll also hang out with our little 

friends at Don Bosco and go Christmas 

shopping for needy kids. 

     Operation Flamingo Flock is also on 

the docket for the fall.  If you are in high 

school and would like to participate in 

our super-secret shenanigans, make sure 

to send your cell phone number to Emily 

Foon.   

     Church members: If you know some-

one who needs to be flamingo-ed, be 

sure to get in touch with Emily Foon. 
 

 

Thrift Shop 

 

Lots and lots of donations have come in - 

many of them unique and beautiful. Af-

ter all, our church is in Rye! One per-

son's unwanted Orrefors vase is another's 

fabulous find. We also have some school 

supplies. We've been working like house

-elves all summer—sorting, cleaning, 

pricing, and storing away the extras. See 

your thrifty friends after a long summer, 

see what's come in and find a treasure or 

two! As always on Thursdays, 10 a.m.-1 

p.m., beginning September 15. 
 

 

Women’s Association 

 

The Thrift Shop Didn’t Take a 

Summer Vacation! 
 

After the glow of a beautiful June day in 

which a record sum of money was dis-

tributed as grants to 25 mostly local non-

profit organizations, our Thrift Shop 

volunteers didn’t stop to take a break, 

but continued on with  their good works.   

     A small squad of women went about 

the sometimes sweaty work of sorting 

and storing the donations that came in 

during June, July, and August.  Summer 

also meant much cleaning and tidying to 

get the selling space fresh and ready for 

the September 15 opening.  

Regular Saturday workers, Nancy Bassett and 

Barbara Niss, with a choice donation one hot 

July morning. 
 

Women’s Association 

Upcoming Events: 

First Meeting: Monday, September 12, 

9:00 a.m., in the library.  All curious 

women welcome! 

Fiesta Party:  Friday, September 9, 6:30

-8:30 p.m., at the home of Jeff & Teri 

Greene, 10 Boxwood Lane. 

Ladies Night Out:  Tuesday, October 11, 

7:00-9:00 p.m., at Dinah Howland’s resi-

dence, 349 Locust Avenue. 
 

 

New Look for Youth Room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Juan Velasquez, our evening sexton, lent 

his talents to giving the Youth Room a 

new and fresh look with brightly colored 

pillows, resulting in a cheerier atmos-

phere for all. Thank you, Juan!  
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The Mission . . .  

Work Begins . . .  

Summer  

Youth Mission 

Trip . . .  

 

 New Orleans 

A Job Well Done . . .  

A Little Time to Relax in the Big Easy . . .  

Until Next Year ! 
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The RPC Bulletin Board 

(7) 

At the home of Jeff & Teri Greene 

10 Boxwood Lane, Rye 

 

 

 

    

 
 
 
 
 

Fiesta Party—OLE! 

 Margaritas, Beer, Wine, and more 

 Appetizers Galore 

 $40 per person 

 40 people maximum ** 

Friday, September 9 

6:30-8:00 p.m. 

**Space Limited — Please contact Cynthia Deen at 967-8272 or 

cdeen@optonline.net if you would like to attend.  There will be a sign-up 

sheet at reception with an envelope for checks (made out to RPC— please 

note M&O on check memo line).  

Donated by the Women’s Association  

for the Mission and Outreach Auction Sonora won't leave you 

'So-noring'!  

The Women’s Association  
International Lunches 

Begin the program year with the delicious 

Nuevo Latino cuisine of Sonora Restaurant 

in up-and-coming PoCho. Show how hip you 

are! Find out what's going on at Rye Pres.  

Enjoy fellowship with some lovely women.  

Eat a tasty, $16.95 prix fixe lunch. No 

pressure, no expectations - just show up.  

With a friend or solo.  We're nothing if not 

a friendly bunch! 

Date: FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 

Time: 12:30 p.m. 

Place: Sonora Restaurant 

179 Rectory Street 

Port Chester, New York 10573 

Phone: (914) 933-0200 

RSVP if possible to: Cindy Kuster, 
CKuster@aol.com (preferred) or 914-282-1956. 
(To let restaurant know approx. number coming.) 

 

 

 

    

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Rye 

Presbyterian 

Children’s 

Choir 

 
Invites all children in 
grades 1-6 to join us  

for the 
2011-2012 school year! 

 
 

All rehearsals will be held  
Thursdays from 3:45-4:30 p.m. in the choir room  

at  Rye Presbyterian Church.  
* Rehearsals begin Sept. 15 

 

*   Children perform monthly in church services,  
special holiday services,  

and the annual Christmas Pageant. 
 

For more information contact: 
Lisa Rawson, Director 
lrawson@ryepc.com  

Rye Presbyterian Youth Choir 
 

Invites all youth in grades 7-12  
to join us for the 

2011-2012 school year! 
 

  

All rehearsals will be held 
Wednesdays from 6:45-7:30 p.m. in the choir room 

at Rye Presbyterian Church. 
* Rehearsals begin Sept. 14 

 

*  The choir will perform in church services as well as 
special programs and holiday services. 

 

For more information contact:   
Lisa Rawson, Director 
lrawson@ryepc.com  

 

RPC Website and Weekly Emails 
 

Don’t forget to visit the church website for updated information on 

activities in the church: www.ryepc.com.  In addition, if you’d like 

to be on the ―weekly email update‖ list, or receive the Grace Notes 

via email, please contact the church office: rpc@ryepc.com. 

 

mailto:CKuster@aol.com
http://www.sonorarestaurant.net/
http://www.ryepc.com/
mailto:rpc@ryepc.com


 

 

Rye Presbyterian Church 

882 Boston Post Road, Rye, New York 10580 

September 2011 Newsletter 
Dated material 
Address correction requested 

Non-Profit 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 

White Plains, N.Y. 
Permit No. 1054 

rye presbyterian church • grace notes • September 2011 (8) 

Rye Presbyterian Nursery School  

Greetings to the Rye Presbyterian Church community! 

From Kathy Price 

Administrator, Curriculum Coordinator, and Studio Teacher  
 

As summer draws to a close and we at RPNS anticipate the 

school's opening, I again reflect on my summer reading; I recom-

mend Mind in the Making, by Ellen Galinsky, to parents of pre-

school and elementary children and, of 

course, studious grandparents, educators, and 

to anyone who cares about America's future. 
 

     Galinsky has been on the faculty of Bank 

Street College for over 25 years, has written 

more than 40 books, and is a renowned re-

searcher and public speaker in the education 

field.  This book elaborates on "the seven 

essential life skills" that predict success in the 

21st century: focus and self control, perspec-

tive taking, communicating, making connec-

tions, critical thinking, taking on challenges; 

and self-directed, engaged learning.  The book is filled with fasci-

nating research and insights into early learning, as well as sug-

gested activities (a twist on an old game: "Simon Says - Do the 

Opposite"). 

 

     At RPNS, our philosophy of early learning respects and 

incorporates these goals, and we will be further addressing 

them  in our classrooms and professional development oppor-

tunities throughout the year. As our 27 teachers and adminis-

trators work to develop the best possible learning environment 

and welcome our children and their families, we invite you to 

visit and see our program in action. 



rye presbyterian church • grace notes •September 2011 

Sundays in September 

 

 

  8:30am Holy Communion in the Chapel 
10:00am Communion Worship in the Chapel 
 There is no church school today   
 Children will stay in worship with their families. 
 

 

9/11 Memorial Sunday 
  8:30am Holy Communion in the Chapel 
10:00am Morning Worship in the Sanctuary with Communion 
10:00am Children attend worship through first reading. 
  8:00pm Men’s Bible Study in the Library 
  

 

  8:30am Holy Communion in the Chapel 
10:00am Morning Worship in the Sanctuary 
10:00am Regular church school begins 
 Children attend worship through Teacher Commissioning. 
11:00am Fall Festival immediately following worship under 
 the tent on the Great Lawn 

 

  8:30am Holy Communion in the Chapel 
10:00am Morning Worship in the Sanctuary 
10:00am Regular church school 
 Children attend worship through children’s message.  
  2:00pm Family Fellowship: 
 Blessing of the Animals 
  8:00pm Men’s Bible Study in the Library 

 

 

September 18th— 
Rabbi Daniel Gropper 
Daniel is Rabbi of the Commu-
nity Synagogue of Rye.  Or-
dained in 1998, he holds a Master 
of Arts in Hebrew Letters and 
one in Jewish Education.  Daniel 
sits on the board of trustees of the 
Rye Youth Council, is a founding 
member of the Rye Clergy Asso-
ciation, and Board member of 
Kavod, a Tzedakah collective 
funding program to help those in 
need to live in dignity and honor.  

September 25th— 
Rev. Dr. Julie Faith Parker 
Julie earned her PhD in Old Tes-
tament/Hebrew Bible at Yale 
University.  An ordained Meth-
odist Minister, she has been a 
congregational minister and 
served for 8 years as Protestant 
Chaplain at Hofstra University.   
She is currently Bible professor 
in the Religious Studies Depart-
ment at Colby College.  

September 4 -   

September 11 -   

September 18 -   

September 25 -   

September Guest Preachers 

RPC FALL FESTIVAL PICNIC 
Sunday, September 18 

Immediately following worship under the  
tent on the Great Lawn 

Chicken, hot dogs and desserts will be provided. 

If your last name begins with: 
A-J: Please bring a salad 

K-R: Please bring a side dish 
S-Z: Please bring a dessert 

Food may be left in the kitchen before worship. 

Please call the church office at 967-0842, ext. 11, 
 if you have any questions. 

Hosted by the Congregational Life Committee of the Board of Deacons 

Blessing of the Animals 
- Honoring all of Godõs creatures in the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi - 

Sunday, September 25th /  2:00 p.m. on the Great Lawn 
Bring your furry friend in person or photograph. 

Children are welcome to bring their favorite stuffed animals. 
Questions? efoon@ryepc.com 
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BOARD MEETINGS 

Deacons: Wednesday,  September 21, 7:30 p.m.,  Library  

Session: Wednesday,  September 28, 7:30 pm.,  Westminster Room  

Trustees: Wednesday,  September 21, 7:30 p.m., Youth Room   
 

WORSHIP AND STUDY 

Worship on Sunday:  

  8:30 a.m. Holy Communion in the Chapel  

10:00 a.m. Worship Service in the Sanctuary beginning September 11 

Church School on Sunday: Regular Church School begins September 18 

Confirmation:  Orientation Meeting following Worship on September 25, Chapel 

First Confirmation Class held on Sunday, October 2 at 5:00 p.m., Assembly Room 

Pizza dinner will be served. 

Men’s Sunday Bible Study:  Sundays, September 11 and 25 at 8:00 p.m., Library 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study:  September 14 and 28 at 9:15 a.m., Library 

3 T’s:  Tuesday, September 20 at 10:00 a.m., Library 
 

YOUTH 

Boy Scout Troop #2: Every Tuesday beginning September 6 at 7:00 p.m., Assembly Room  

Girl Scout Leaders: Monday, September 19, at 7:00 p.m., Youth Room 

Connection:  Wednesday,  September 21 at 5:30 p.m., Pool Party at the Skelseys’ home 

RPC Players:  Sundays beginning September 25 at 11:00 a.m., Westminster Room 
    

MUSIC 

Summer Choir Rehearsal: Sunday, September 11 and 18 at 9:30 a.m., Choir Room 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal: Sundays, beginning September 25 at 9:15 a.m., Choir Room 

Youth Choir Rehearsal:  Wednesdays, beginning September 14 at 6:45 p.m., Choir Room 

Children’s Choir Rehearsal: Thursdays, beginning September 15 at 3:45 p.m., Choir Room  
 

OTHER CHURCH MEETINGS, EVENTS, AND PROGRAMS 

Christian Education Committee:  Tuesday, September 13 at 10:00 a.m., Westminster Room 

Lives in Transition:  Thursday, September 1 and 15 at 7:00 p.m., Assembly Room 

Mission and Outreach Committee:  Wednesday, September 7 at 7:30 p.m., Library  

Personnel Committee:  Tuesday, September 6 at 7:30 p.m. Conference Room 

Stephen Ministry:   

Leaders: Wednesdays, September 14 and 28 at 7:00-9:00 p.m., Library 

Continuing Education and Supervision:  Tuesdays, September 13 and 27 at 6:30-9:00 p.m., Westminster Room 

Caregiving to the Dying: Monday, September 19 at 7:15 p.m., Westminster Room 

Stewardship:  Wednesday, September 7 at 7:30 p.m., Youth Room 

Thrift Shop: Reopens Thursday, September 15.  Thursdays, 10:00 a.m.-l:00 p.m. 

Women’s Association:   

Board Meeting:  Monday, September 12 at 9:00 a.m., Library 

Fiesta Party:  Friday, September 9 at 6:30-8:00 p.m., at the home of Jeff & Teri Greene 

Worship & Music Committee:  Wednesday, September 7 at 7:30 p.m., Conference Room 
 

OUTREACH AND SUPPORT GROUPS 

AA Rye Harrison Group: Mondays at 7:30 p.m., Assembly Room 

AA Group: Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.,  Westminster Room 

Friendly Visitors Program: Thursday, September 15 at 7:00 p.m., Library 

Mr. Westchester/Al-Anon Group: Mondays at 7:30 p.m., Library 

Sandwichmakers: Thursday,  September 15 at 11:00 a.m.,  Kitchen & Assembly Room 
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September Schedule of Meetings, Events, and Programs 


