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Dear members and friends,  
 

Twentieth century German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who was martyred in the 

Second World War, wrote: 
Nothing can fill the gap when we are away from those we love, and it would be wrong to try 

and find anything. We must simply hold out and win through. That sounds very hard at 

first, but at the same time, it is a great consolation, since leaving the gap unfilled preserves 

the bonds between us. It is nonsense to say that God fills the gap. God does not fill it, but 

keeps it empty so that our communion with another may be kept alive, even at the cost of 

pain. 

As I leave, know that I will miss you deeply, and I will keep you in my prayers for all 

the time to come.  
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
 

The Rev. Dr. Nancy De Vries [ 

FROM THE PASTORõS STUDY 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Rye Presbyterian Church, 

   My name is John Miller and I serve as the pastor of Hitchcock Presbyterian Church in Scarsdale.  I also serve on the Committee 

on Ministry of Hudson River Presbytery, and as the Region 2 (Westchester County) Vice Chair.  In this role I will be your liaison 

from the Committee on Ministry (COM), walking with you and your session during this time of change and transition.   

   Please know that you have been, are, and will continue to be in my prayers, and those of your sisters and brothers in Hudson 

River Presbytery.  Our church polity (The Book of Order) and the policies of Hudson River Presbytery serve to give guidance to 

churches in times of transition. 

   On Tuesday, June 7, the Committee on Ministry concurred with the request of The Rev. Dr. Nancy De Vries and the congrega-

tion of Rye Presbyterian Church to dissolve their pastoral relationship effective June 30, 2011.  The committee also concurred 

with the letter of agreement outlining the terms of dissolution. 

   The obvious question on the minds of many is ñwhatôs next?ò  The next steps, which the Session will discuss on June 15, are to 

make plans for the filling the pulpit beginning in July; discussing the role of the staff; and to begin the search process for an in-

terim pastor. 

   Under normal circumstances the Session elects an Interim Search Committee of three session and two at-large members. This 

committee prepares a brief description of church, its ministry, and the position or creates a Session approved Church Information 

Form if a national search is anticipated. This information is then approved by me, serving as both your liaison and the regional 

chair, along with the General Presbyter, Susan Andrews, on behalf of the COM.  

   The goals of interim ministry include but are not limited to: coming to terms with history, looking at the present, engaging new 

leadership, renewing denominational ties, and planning for the future.  Some of these topics will have already been addressed in 

your work with the Alban Institute.  

   An open search for Interim Pastor is then conducted. The Interim Pastor Search Committee interviews potential candidates and 

selects the final candidate. As your COM liaison, I will be contacted to arrange a clearance interview. Session will meet to contract 

with the candidate. The contract includes agreed upon goals between the Session and the candidate for the interim period. This 

process, as outlined above, may be completed sometime this fall. 

   In the meantime, the Session will have made arrangements for pulpit supply, as well as the on-going pastoral ministry of your 

congregation.  Please know that you are in our prayers and that I will walk with your Session during this process.   

   I read this scripture from John 14 as the opening devotional at the Session meeting on May 25.  Jesus says, ñI will not leave you 
orphaned; I am coming to you...  I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom 

the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; 

my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.ò 

 May it be so for you.  
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Youth Group  

The RPC Youth Group will have our end 

of the year pizza party and play sardines 

in the church on June 12. Although we 

will not ñofficiallyò meet over the sum-

mer, Operation Flamingo Flock will con-

tinue.   
 

Sunday School  

It has been a great year in RPC Sunday 

School. In the Old Testament, we 

learned about Adam and Eve, Noah, 

Abraham, Sarah, Jacob, and Joseph. In 

the New Testament, we learned about 

the childhood of Jesus and all about his 

miracles. Our structured curriculum re-

sumes in September with the story of 

Moses and the escape from Egypt. 

     To celebrate the end of the Sunday 

School year and to honor our wonderful 

teachers, donôt miss the Spring Picnic 

after worship on Sunday, June 12.  

Things may be winding down for the 

summer, but Sunday School will con-

tinue. During the summer, all grades will 

meet as one group in the Westminster 

Room. 
 

Sunday Sermon Discussion  

This summer we will continue Sunday 

morning sermon discussions. This is an 

opportunity for the congregation to   

gather after worship and discuss that 

mornings sermon.  Sermon discussions 

will be held in the Library from 11:15 

a.m. to 12:15a.m.  Child care will be 

available.  We expect to have two ser-

mon discussions before the end of June. 

Dates to be announced. 
 

Summer Youth Mission Trip to 

New Orleans  

 Please keep the group traveling to 

ñNorlinsò in your prayers.  Weôll be 

commissioning the travelers in worship 

on June 19 for their trip from June 26 to  

July 3.  Stayed tuned to the weekly email 

updates from RPC for ways to help as 

fifteen from among us extend the 

churchôs ministry to the people still   

living in the aftermath of hurricane 

Katrina. 
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Congratulations to the Confirmation Class of 2011! 

            As the elders who met individually with them attested, this yearôs confirmands were thoughtful, mature and articulate 

about the commitments at the heart of their confirmation. On May 1, with all the work of confirmation class behind them, the 

church rightly celebrated as we welcomed 18 new members into the ongoing life, worship, and mission of the church. 

Alex Bennett, daughter of Courtney and Peter Bennett 

Caley Carlisle, daughter of Karen and Timothy Carlisle 

Hanna Cavanagh, daughter of Emily and Michael Cavanagh 

 Courtney Colwell, daughter of Nicole and Marcus Colwell 

Melissa Curtis, daughter of Petie and Mike Curtis 

Hayley Kohn, daughter of Kyle and Paul Kohn 

Jack Korzelius, son of Cynthia and Rick Korzelius 

Charlie Little, son of Susan and Jeff Little 

Daniel MacLaury, son of Katrin and Doug MacLaury 

Brenna Matturro, daughter of Kyle and Andy Matturro 

Ashley Montalto, daughter of Debbie and Joe Montalto 

Lizzie Philip, daughter of Cindy Hewitt and Nick Philip 

Grier Poole, daughter of Karri and Don Poole 

Michael Stella, son of Francie and Michael Stella 

Henry Townley, son of Birgit and Dan Townley 

Annie Werdiger, daughter of Elizabeth and Richard Werdiger 

Ryan Yeager, son of Helen and Scott Yeager 

Wyatt Zuk, son of Yvonne and Peter Zuk 

Confirmation 2011, Youth Group, Sunday School,  

Sunday Sermon Discussion, Youth Mission Trip  
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Please welcome the new 

members of our RPC staff  

Denise LeVan joins us as Pastoral  

Assistant for both pastors.  Denise coor-

dinates materials for worship services 

including the Sunday bulletins. Please 

contact her with any announcements. 

She also assists in 

the preparation of 

seasonal services 

and events, funer-

als, weddings, bap-

tism, etc.  Please 

contact Denise for 

any urgent pastoral 

needs, particularly 

when neither pastor is available. She can 

also assist families with Columbarium 

needs.  On a personal note, Denise is 

also a soprano soloist at Stanwich     

Congregational Church in Greenwich. 

Carolyn Malloy, our new Clerical  

Assistant, is a recent graduate 

from  New York University with a B.A. 

in Political Science. 

She works on special 

projects to update our 

office processes,  data-

bases and electronic 

communications. She 

also assists the CAO in 

the business office as 

needed.  Please contact 

Carolyn to submit Grace Notes articles. 

Rosemary Annunziato is now our 

Church Secretary in charge of congre-

gational and stewardship communica-

tions, church calendar, and reception 

volunteers. Rosemary is the primary 

point of contact for individuals, commit-

tees, and outside groups needing space 

and sexton coverage for church events. 

 

Lives in Transition  

June 16: ñAll About You: Sharpen Your 

Interviewing Skillsò  Executive and   

career coach Arjan Eenkema van Dijk 

will  focus on effective interviewing tech-

niques and tips followed by a hands-on 

workshop where participants will have 

an opportunity to practice interviewing 

skills and get helpful feedback in a safe 

and confidential environment. 

July 7: ñSustaining Soul and Spirit   

during Your Searchò with Marsha Hay-

good. Marsha is a powerful motivational 

speaker and a dynamic career and per-

sonal coach.  Marsha has the distinction 

of being selected from a nationwide 

search to be featured in the first edition 

of Speaking of Success, a highly       

successful book series from Insight   

Publishing. Join us for an informative 

session on how to stay motivated,      

focused, and healthy during transitions in 

your life. 

July 21:  ñIce Cream Social Network-

ingò  Come to our third annual summer 

ice cream social networking session.  

Meet new people who are currently go-

ing through or have gone through transi-

tions with their careers, have some fun, 

load up on lots of ice cream! 

August 4:  ñGet a Job Offer Within the 

Next 90 Daysò  Sounds crazy?  Whether 

you are a ñC levelò executive, or hoping 

to work your way up the ladder, Irv 

Zuckerman will outline his time-tested 

way to get an interview, ñaceò it, and 

follow up on your next interview so 

youôll get a job offer.  This is more than 

a ñwhat-to-doò workshopðyouôll learn 

each step of ñhowò to get a good job 

during bad times.  A Rye resident, Mr. 

Zuckerman is more than a stimulating 

and entertaining lecturer; heôs an involv-

ing workshop leader.  So come prepared 

to work and bring business cards and a 

legal pad...youôll be glad you did! 

August 18:  No session. The LiT team 

takes a summer break until September 

1.  Stay tuned for our fall series. 

     Sessions are held Assembly Room on 

Thursday evenings from 7:00 to 9:00 

p.m.  They are free and open to all.  If 

you or someone you know is interested 

in attending or has any questions, please 

email livesintransition@gmail.com 
 

Wednesday Morning Bible 

Study  

June 1 and 15, July  27, 

August 10 and 24 

9:15 a.m. in the library   
  

We will begin the summer with our con-

tinued work in the songbook of the    

temple ï the Psalms. All are welcome to 

join in this ongoing study and conversa-

tion. 

     If youôd like to be on the email     

reminder list, please contact Dan Love at 

dlove@ryepc.com 
  

Menõs Sunday Bible Study  

June 5 and 12, July 24, August 7 

8:00 p.m. in the library  
  

     Over the summer, the men of Sunday 

evening will be finishing their work on 

the Book of Revelation and then moving 

on in new directions.  If youôd like to be 

on the email reminder list, please contact 

Dan Love at dlove@ryepc.com 

Sunday September 11, 2011 
Rye Presbyterian Church Remembers 9/11 a Decade Later ð 

A Special Worship Service of Remembrance, Hope, and Healing  
 

      The tenth anniversary of September 11, 2001 falls on the Sunday of Rye Presbyte-
rianõs traditional òFall Festivaló Sunday. Because of the solemnity of this anniversary, 
the Worship and Music Committee, with the approval of the Session, has decided to 
hold a special service in remembrance of that fateful day and reschedule Fall Festival 
Sunday for September 18, 2011. We will have more details about the service as the 
date draws near; however, we want to make you aware of this special service so you 
may mark it on your calendars.  
 

     Additionally, we are inviting the congregation to participate in the service by     
sharing their memories of that heartbreaking day.  These remembrances can take the 
form of a simple narrative, a poem, a drawing, a song, a photograph, or whatever 
means each feels best captures his or her personal thoughts. We plan to display these 
contributions in the Assembly Room that Sunday. If you would like to take part in 
this sharing of memories, hope and healing, please plan on bringing your recollections 
and reflections to the Church Office by September 1.  

Lives in Transition, New Additions to the RPC Staff,  

Bible Studies, and Special 9/11 Memorial Service  
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Childrenõs Communion     

Workshop  

June 25 

9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
 

     The body of Christ?  What is that all 

about?  And what exactly is in that cup?   

     If your child or children are curious 

about the Lordôs Supper, this is a great 

opportunity for children to learn more 

about it, to be officially welcomed at the 

communion celebration of the church, 

and for you to grow in your faith to-

gether.   

     On Saturday June 25, from 9:30 to 

11:00 a.m., children in the second 

through fifth grades are welcome to 

come with a parent to this special work-

shop.  Together we will explore the 

meaning of the sacrament and how we 

celebrate it here at Rye Presbyterian.  

Children will then be invited to take 

communion in worship during worship 

on the first Sunday of July. 

     Space is limited, so please sign up at 

the church reception desk or contact 

Rev. Love at dlove@ryepc.com 
 

Knock Scholarship Winners 

Announced  

The Knock scholarship was established 

at RPC in 1991 and is awarded annually 

to a person engaged in a course of study 

leading to a career in sacred music.  The 

scholarship honors the late Peter B. 

Knock, our member and an accom-

plished organist and harpsichordist who 

was committed to perpetuating the per-

formance of sacred music.  Two indi-

viduals were awarded the Knock schol-

arship this year, Mi Kyung Hwang and 

Colin Richardson, and each will receive 

$4,000.00.  Ms. Hwang is the organist at 

the First Presbyterian Church in Fort 

Smith, Arkansas and will be participat-

ing in organ repertoire and performance 

seminars in France and Switzerland dur-

ing July.  Colin Richardson recently 

completed a masters degree program in 

organ performance at Emory University 

in Atlanta and soon will begin studying 

for the DMA (Doctor of Musical Arts) 

degree at the University of Cincinnati.  

He is currently the organist at Sugar 

Creek Presbyterian Church in Kettering, 

Ohio.  Members of the scholarship com-

mittee are Dr. DeVries, Signe Gates, 

Jane Jackson, and Kevin Walters.  

Childrenõs Communion Workshop and  

Peter Knock Scholarship Fund  
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Pictures from the Mission & Outreach Spring Fundraiser  

 

 

CJ DeSantis, our talented 

auctioneer 

Scott Cannell, 

one of the 

many organiz-

ers, welcomed 

all to enjoy 

the dinner and 

auction.  

Many chose to show up in full dress from different 

cultures honoring the theme, ñAround the World in 

80 Days.ò 

A few coordinated to dress in similar themes.  Pamela Stonehouse taught line dancing. 

Just a few 

of the many 

who showed 

dressed up. 

The event 

was a great 

success and 

raised more 

than       

expected for 

Mission & 

Outreach. 


