Grace Notes

VOLUME 116 RY E PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 1 882 BOSTON POST ROAD TRYE T NY T 10580 JANUAR Y 2012

by the Session, it will begin the task of culling
through interested candidates, in seeking candi-
W dates, and in interviewing them, until they have
a nomination to put before the congregation.

All of these tasks are crucial for building the
foundations on which the church is going to
stand for several years years of significant
witness in the Rye community. Thus they are
o not to be rushed through, but need to be done

carefully and thoroughly. They do not so much
mar k a meetWwWegemd nti me
really the beginning of something long term.
Take them seriously and have some fun while
we are doing them.

Peace,

Dear Friends,

We have in our house each year put out a Christmas letter
summarizing as best we can the past year. One year we had -\‘
admit that if the year had been a fish we would have thrown it
back. Other years we simply had to say that it had been a
quiet year in Lake Waobegone, or our equivalent thereof. This
last year for us was a year of many transitions.

2011 was a year of change for RPC as well. While 2012 is,
of course, a continuing transitional year (how could an interim
pastor say otherwise?) it will also be a year of building some
long-term foundations. The quality of the future for the church
is not in the future, but in the decisions we make now, and in
the partnerships we all form
Ideas that RPC formulates now about what it wants to be and
how it should serve are the task at hand.

It may be helpful to everybody to know what the process of
the next few months will be.

In the coming month, the Session will begin to have severa A i
discussions about the identity of the church, about its history Wh a t 0S I nsli d €

and about its selfinderstanding, and will duly appoint a Mis- Page 2: Stewardship, Church & Justice
sion Study Committee. This committee will take into consid- ’ ’
eration the Alban Institute report of the last year, Session deci

Womenos Associatioh

sions about where the church needs to go, and will conduc Page 3: Empty Bowls, Adult Education
several small group discussions aimed at discerning what the =’ (
church is called to do in the future. It will then write a report | Page 4: Christian Education, Youth

which will be the basis of the Church Information Form (CIF)
that will be used to describe the congregation to interesteq
candidates for the installed senior pastor position. The CIH Page 6: Sundays in January, Bible Study,
will be written by the Pastoral Nominating Committee (PNC) . .

which will be elected as soon as the Mission Study is com- e
pleted. Once the PNC has written the CIF, and it is approved Page 7: January Monthly Schedule

Page 8: RPNS

Page 5: Bulletin Board
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Last, and very important, all of us on learn more about the positive contribu-
the Stewardship Committee are deeplytions they are making to society since
STEW?ES?:?\]IE&O&%\]EEAR'NG grateful to the many parishioners who their release.
" have pledged to date and enabled us to Our guest preacher this year will be
As Grace Notes went to press in mid come so fdar and especially to the Kelly Watts, who graduated with the
December, the Stewardship Campaignroughly onehalf of pledgers who have NYTS class of 2004. He served 20 years

Stewardship 2012

Wo me n ¢

for 2012 had received pledges nearly increased their pledges from 2011!
equal to the total pledges for 2011. This  3jijm Howland ~ Gabby McCree

is a very encouraging result for this stage Co-Chairs

of our campaign, but we still very much Stewardship Committee:

need the support of all those who have pmargaret Blum, Barbara Cummings, Andy
not yet pledged. In addition to normal Goodenough, Jeff Greene, Kristin Jautz, Cindy
expense increases, in 2012 we will also Kuster, David Lukes, Laura Mackenzie, Carol
be faced with some special expenses as 4orton, Darla F;O'l}dev George Russell, Bob
result of engaging an interim pastor and St¢ed: Jarrett Sydell, Sarah Thompson.

beginning the process for a new senior .
pastor.-gr oAt Bd o b ud ERAUCh agd yplice

require painful cuts in personnel Or pro- CcHURCH AND JUSTICE SUNDAY
gramming, but we are confident our con- JANUARY 8. 2012

gregation will pledge additional support On January 8, 2012 Rye Presbyterian

so RPC can continue to flourish. Church will celebrat 18 |
We would like to encourage those of urch will celebrate our Loannua
Church and Justice worship service.

you who have not sent in your pledge to . .
do so as soon as you can. Pledging iSLhésvierv\l(ct(e) Irs I|<Ed by graduates of the

very simple: Just email your pledge
amount to: stewardship@ryepc.com or
call Maida Robinson at the church (914

Correctional Facilitp a program RPC
has supported for more than 17 years

Theol ogi c ah
ters in Ministry program at Sing Sing As s

and while still in prison, both before and
after NYTS graduation, Kelly devoted
his many talents to helping other inmates
through creating and leading educational
programs. He was also a leader in Reha-
bilitation Through the Arts, a program
initiated by inmates that helps the men
use the arts as a way to build interper-
sonal skills and teamwork as well as
their artistic expression. He is a gifted
actor and directé and directed an
original play (written by an inmate) enti-
tled The Nigger Trial.

Kelly was released in September 2008
and has already been discharged from
parole supervision. Within two weeks,
he had a job with Council for Unity, con-
ducting gang interyentigns.  (eprrently,

e is the operaﬁons anager for shorne
ociationos Green
which trains people with a criminal re-

967-0846). ; . cord for careers in
As you read this, the Trustees are in ;chr;)ugr; maogtplly meitlggrs év'tsh Sucjdle n&tls Hg,- is weg Qn his Wa]yf certification as a
the process of preparing the budget, and y SBuilding AnaIy§'¥ %y the Ifuﬁdingg I5er—

it is very important for Session and Trus-

tees to have the best possible estimate ois'ng. or F'Shk'"'. . .
2012 revenue in order to set spending This service IS vivid testimony to the
levels for our 2012 programs and activi- redemptive power 0

men of many faiths who have served
long years in prison join with our con-
gregation in worship of our common
God. Coffee hour after the service will
also provide you an opportunity to meet
many of these men and their families and

ties. A robust budget will enable our
churctd YOUR churct® to continue to
have a real and positive impact on our
congregation, our community, and on the
wider world.

who remain incarcerated either at Sing form

ance Institute. Kelly refers to him-
as a Aperpetual
t,hhe sci_encesp
8 Bedn ex%orsé”ld %oemany raehsg—
has fisettl ed

sel f

nd
Eiught(,s &n
i ons,
pat h. o

Church and Justice Sunday is always a
service of unique passion and energy, so

we hope you will join us at either the

Wo me n @Association

Beautiful vases and delicious
cookies sprinkled with
Christmas spirit.

On December 5, RPC women painte
vases and brought cookies to benefit tigs
Sisters Circle, a longime grant recipient
of the Womends As
the Womends Associfg~
cheer to the Sisters Circle, whose meng 2
bers have a loved one in prison. Witle. 8 |
assistance from members of our congrf# %
gation, women belonging to the Sisters——
Circle meet monthly to break bread anderi Greene and Joan Gansfuss exhibit
share stories and support one another. their skills painting on glass.

fi

Some of the completed vases ready to be

lled with goodies and wrapped.

adue
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Empty Bowls 2012

Empty Bowls, Adult Education

Winter Book Club

Sunday, January 29

After a season full of gifts and holiday
meals, theEmpty Bowls project is a

vivid annual reminder that despite all
that we have, people right here in our
In this still unset-
tled economy, the hunger needs locally,
remain high. The point dmpty Bowls

is to enjoy a simple meal together while

area still go hungry.

LANGUAGESyy Dr. Gary Chapman.

during coffee hour.

The Adult Education Committee will be hosting a Book Club over the wipter
months beginning in January.The first in our series will beTHE 5 LOVE

Please join us on Tuesday, January 10, at the Sizemore home, 43 Hortpn
Street, Rye, beginning at 7:00 p.mifor a lively discussion of how this book cou

very well change our style and approach when communicating with the peofle we
love most. The only requirement is to read the bookf you have any question
please emailAmparo@influencegraphics.comh signup sheet will be availabl

at the same time helping our neighborg
in need. This year, for our 12ime,
potters from the Clay Arts Center in Port
Chester will be working with the middle
school youth of our church to bring
Empty Bowlsto RPC.

Following worship on Sunday, January
29, all are invited to the Assembly Room
at RPC. There you will find beautiful
ceramic bowls created and donated by
local artists. Guests are invited to
choose a bowl (or two or three they
make fantastic gifts!). With the purchase
of a bowl, guests receive a meal of souf
made and donated by Cornerstone Caterf
ers. Bread donated by the Kneaded
Bread will be there to complement the
soup. Tables will be set so that all may
sit and enjoy this simple and delicious
meal. After the meal, the bowls are to be
taken home as a reminder that amid al
that we have, there is always someonsg
with an empty bowl.

With all food, bowls, and help donated
by local talent, the entire proceeds will
be donated to the Town of Rye Interfaith
Soup Kitchens in Port Chester. Since it
inception in 2000, the Empty Bowls
event has raised over $50,000!

Come, be a part of this great event!

Do you know how to
speak to your spouse?
Did you ever wonder
gKe AGQa a2

5 Love

[\ (11 .n;

communicate with the
person you love most?

You are

y20G Ff2yS X

Adult education is delighted to present:
The 5 Love Languages by Dr. Gary Chapman

As anyone who has attended one of his marriage con-
ferences knows, Dr . Gar y
marriage begins with the success and failures he and
his wife Karolyn have experienced in their marriage
for more than 45 years. He is just the man to turn to
for help on improving or healing our most important
relationships. His own life experiences, plus over
thirty-five years of pastoring and marriage counsel-
ing, led him to publish his first book in the Love Lan-
guage seriesThe Five Love Languages: How to Express Heartfelt Com-
mitment to Your MateMany of the millions of readers credit this contin-
ual New York Times bestseller with saving their marriages by showing
them simple and practical ways to communicate love.

More information about Dr. Gary Chapman and his faiised
writing is available on line dtttp://www.garychapman.org/
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