Worship - The Community of Faith in Action.
The wellspring of all our Faith in Action is Worship. Each Sunday the community gathers to
worship God and to renew and deepen our faith by hearing the Word from Bible and pulpit, by
joining in silent prayer and meditation, by raising our voices together in song, prayer, confession,
and the affirmation of our faith.

The act of worship is a profound connection with God, as an individual worshiper and as
a community of the faithful. Out of that connection arise all the myriad ways we — the church —
serve our own community and the wider community around us. Yes, that worshipful connection
can be made in our homes, in our hearts, while walking on a beach. But the most powerful place
for that connection is our magnificent building on the corner of the Post Road and Parson Street.
So it is essential that we provide the financial underpinnings to enable our glorious church to
continue as the beacon it has been for generations.

Stephen Ministry—The Caring of Faith in Action

Paul urged all Christians to “Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law
of Christ” (Galatians 6:2). At RPC one way we fulfill this calling is through Stephen Ministry.
Lay people who decide to become Stephen Ministers are given 50 hours of in depth training -
learning to be thoughtful, confidential caregivers to others going through difficult times.

It is especially fitting to reflect on Stephen Ministry on this 10™ Anniversary of the attack
on the World Trade Center, where people each of us know died or lost a loved one. The hole left
by such a tragedy is always there, no matter the passage of time—and the caring presence of a
Stephen Minister can help ease the pain.

Since 2004, RPC has trained 21 Stephen Leaders who in turn have trained 71 Stephen
Ministers. They learn the skills to connect with care and compassion, and to listen deeply to
people who are hurting. Those people are the 80+ “care receivers” — people who have received
the grace of God through our Stephen Ministers to help them through a crisis. Many are from
outside our congregation: Christ never limited his care to just “us”. This help is free to the care
receiver, but it is not free overall. It costs about $7,500 per year to sustain Stephen Ministry
activities and to offer selected educational programs to the congregation.

Church School—The Family of Faith in Action

Providing faith-building, life-guiding Christian education to our children is a crucial component
of RPC’s mission. In addition to Christian Education Director Emily Foon and her assistant
Yvonne Zuk, 6 members of the Christian Education Committee plus 47 church school teachers
are directly involved in that effort. Also, the entire church community promises, at the end of
each baptism, to help foster that child’s Christian Education.

Yet church school can’t do it all in the 40 or so minutes allocated to it each week.
Involvement of the family—siblings as well as parents—is a key part of building the faith of
each child. This year a blog has been created to keep families informed about weekly lessons
and how to apply them at home. Here’s the address: http://ryepcce.blogspot.com/ We
encourage you to stay in touch and support this important program.

Running a top-notch Church School does not come cheap. The Church School needs
supplies, curriculum materials, qualified people to supervise infant rooms, activities to engage
young people in confirmation and post-confirmation years, Family Fellowship events, and much
more. Excluding staff, the budget for the Church School is only $25,600, or $128 per child for
the estimated 200 plus children in Church School, from infants through high school and is paid
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for out of your pledges. Think what additional investment in the Christian Education of our
children could do!

Worship and Music—The Liturgy of Faith in Action

The Worship and Music Committee works with Dan in the supervision of all public worship in
the congregation, and with him and Kevin in all matters pertaining to the music program. They
help determine the forms of communion and the dates when communion will be served—one of
which is today’s World Communion Sunday.

RPC is blessed with an extraordinarily rich and powerful music program, thanks in large
measure to Kevin’s manifold talents and the wide array of skills of the people he has assembled
to bring the gift of music to this congregation. The committee assists Kevin in many ways in this
work, especially relating to the special programs we offer throughout the year.

But there’s much more. The committee determines policies regarding baptisms,
weddings, and funerals; approves guest preachers; and provides guidance on special services like
the recent 9/11 commemoration. It supervises the care of furnishings, liturgical hangings,
hymnals, and Bibles in the sanctuary and chapel. It works with the pastor in the conduct of
weddings, funerals, and memorial services. It reviews all flower arrangements and decorations
in the sanctuary. The committee is also the conduit for ideas you may have for ensuring the
worship experience continues to enrich and deepen the faith of the congregation and for making
the worship and music life of this church even more spiritually fulfilling.

Buildings and Grounds—the House of Faith in Action

One of the ‘jewels in the crown’ of RPC is our beautiful building and the grounds surrounding it.
Working with the church staff, the Buildings and Grounds Committee of Trustees, currently led
by Kathryn Stack, is responsible for maintaining and enhancing that invaluable heritage, from
the 150-foot steeple to the second sub-basement, from the glorious sanctuary stained-glass
windows, to the tiny chairs in church school. The two manses are also part of our physical plant.

Our House of Faith is not only beautiful, but also in constant use—not only for Sunday
worship, but also for countless church programs and meetings, and as the home of the Rye
Presbyterian Church Nursery School. It is also a de facto community center of Rye, where
numerous programs created or nurtured at RPC are open to the entire community (AA and Lives
in Transition, for example) and where community groups such as the Rye Youth Council are
welcomed when they need a venue for a meeting or event.

A facility as large as ours, used as extensively as ours, requires a great deal of maintenance —
work ably and quietly managed year after year by the Buildings and Grounds Committee. It
takes a lot of money. Two simple numbers tell part of the story: Last year we spent about
$275,000 on operating expenses; and we spent about $480,000 in capital funds for a new heating
system, to replace one on the point of failing. As a result, we had very little money left to spend
on landscaping, other than “mow and blow.”

We have received this magnificent heritage from prior generations; it is now our privilege and
responsibility to maintain and enhance it for generations to come.

Trustees—the Business of Faith in Action

In Sunday’s Faith in Action Celebration, you’ll get a glimpse of the many facets of the life of our
beloved church. With an annual budget over $1 million, an endowment well over $4 million, a
small, hardworking staff, and a beautiful, historic building in constant use by church and



community, RPC requires skilled, professional, creative, and caring management to keep all the
moving parts moving properly.

Our Trustees provide that management, working closely with our staff — notably Maida
Robinson, our Chief Administrative Officer. The Trustees focus on the “temporal” aspects of
RPC. There are 15 members of the Trustees, serving staggered 3 year terms. As featured last
week, the Trustee’s Buildings and Grounds Committee oversees maintenance of our physical
plant — both routine upkeep and capital projects. The Trustees manage RPC’s finances, our
endowments, our insurance policies, our technology and the general administration of the
church. A representative of the Trustees sits on the Board of Rye Presbyterian Nursery School.
Representatives of the Trustees also sit on the Personnel Committee and the Stewardship
Committee, which are joint committees with the Session (Elders).

Fortunately, RPC is “endowed” with a number of men and women with extensive skills
and experience in managing complex organizations, who serve us as our Trustees. They devote
significant time to ensuring that RPC has the facilities, the funding, and the administrative
capabilities necessary to put our Works of our Faith into Action.

Support Staff—the Machinery of Faith in Action

Last Sunday’s worship service and Faith in Action Celebration provided a snapshot of the
multitude of activities and programs RPC regularly sponsors. But none of it (or the church’s
other activities) would happen without the professionalism, dedication, and hard work of RPC’s
support staff.

The office staff of Rosemary Annunziato and Denise LeVan make sure the crowded calendar is
free of conflicts, produce Sunday bulletins and Grace Notes, and manage the unending flow of
communications within, to, and from the church. Importantly, they are the first line of sensitive
contact for people seeking information about RPC.

Head Sexton Alfredo Betancur and his associates Juan Velasquez (evenings) and Gary Whalen
(weekends) keep the church and nursery school clean and in good condition—a big job given
how large our facility is—and make sure rooms are set up properly for multiple functions,
provide AV expertise, and make necessary repairs.

Managing this staff and RPC’s finances is Chief Administrative Officer Maida Robinson.
Maida does far more than simply keep RPC’s books and those of its various endowments,
support the Trustees and Treasurer, and keep meticulous financial records. She oversees vendors
and contractors and identifies the most cost-effective way to purchase services and supplies and
to improve and repair our magnificent building.

These are the people, often unseen and unheard, who make sure the things we plan become
reality. Next time you see any of them, please thank them!

The Columbarium—T7he Saints of Faith in Action

The columbarium, a small, quiet garden, surrounded on 3 sides by the church, the Chapel, and
the manse, is a lovely, peaceful part of RPC’s magnificent facility. Our columbarium is the final
resting place for the cremated remains of hundreds of members of RPC and their families—some
of the Saints of this church we celebrate on this All Saints Day. Dedicated June 8, 1958, with
467 niches, it was thought (unconfirmed) to be the first Presbyterian church in the country with a
columbarium. It was expanded in the early 1990’s and again in 2005 to its current capacity of
794.



The quiet beauty and dignity of the columbarium, combined with proximity to our beloved
church, encourages people to come and peacefully visit their loved ones, and calls to others who
simply seek an outdoor place for prayer and meditation. Committal services in the columbarium,
after a memorial service in the church or chapel, provide a beautiful and meaningful coda to the
service, as the deceased loved one is laid to rest in the shadow of the church and the company of
church family and friends.

The Board of Trustees is responsible for management of the columbarium. Anyone interested
in more information about the columbarium or to purchase a niche should contact Rosemary
Annunziato in the church office.

The Session—The Leaders of Faith in Action.

The Session (aka Elders) is the senior policy-making body of the church, somewhat akin to a
corporate Board of Directors. Session meetings are “moderated” (chaired) by the Senior Pastor
and may be open to members on invitation by Session. While the Trustees develop the budget, it
must be approved by Session; similarly, while Trustees manage the church’s financial affairs,
major policy matters must be approved by Session.

Elected by the congregation for staggered 3-year terms, the 18 elders (plus one youth elder
serving a one-year term) do much of their work through Committees—Christian Education,
Mission and Outreach, Worship and Music, Communications, Membership, Stewardship and
Personnel—some of which are formed jointly with Trustees. Many of these Committees eagerly
seek others in the congregation to join in their work, to gain the value of additional insights, and
to share the work.

Far more important than these organizational details, the primary role of the elders is to
develop the vision and mission of RPC, to maintain its culture of excellence and unity amid
diversity, to provide for worship and encourage participation therein, to enable the church to
grow in faith and in works, and to welcome with open hearts and minds all who seek to share in
its mission. Elders also enable RPC to provide strong and effective leadership to the community
and denomination. This is why being an elder is such an honor and privilege.

The Women’s Association — The Women of Faith in Action.

The Rye Presbyterian Church has had a Women’s Association as an auxiliary group since at
least 1901. All women of RPC are automatically members. According to its mission statement,
the group provides “an association for women of RPC and the community to meet in fellowship,
study, devotion and service.” In recent decades, the WA has had two major roles. The first is to
plan, organize, and host fellowship and spiritual events for the women of the church, the
community, and their families and friends. Popular offerings include the Progressive Dinner,
Ladies’ Nights Out, Women’s Retreats, International Lunches, and an Easy Holiday Appetizers
event. The “Holiday Jubilee” on December 5th will include a fun and easy craft to make and give
as a Christmas gift to members of the Sisters’ Circle, a support group for women with loved ones
in prison.

The Women’s Association’s other chief role is to oversee the RPC Thrift Shop and its grant
program. Each year, 100% of the Thrift Shop proceeds are awarded to predominantly local
charities. The Grant Committee of the WA coordinates the process. Volunteers to the WA are
always welcomed, and can help with an event, assist with the grant process, or join the board if
they are interested in shaping the events calendar. Also, the Thrift Shop always needs new
donations! For questions about the Women’s Association, or to be placed on our email list for
information about programs, contact Cynthia Deen, cdeen@optonline.net.
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Dinner at Noon — The Nourishment of Faith in Action.

About one Saturday a month, RPC’s deacons are responsible for preparation, delivery, set up,
serving, and clean-up of a nutritious “Dinner at Noon” for around 80 needy people at the Carver
Center in Port Chester. (The rest of each month is covered by other local churches.) The overall
program is run by Helping Hands for the Homeless and Hungry, which RPC has supported for
years. Our portion is currently coordinated by deacon Doug MacLaury.

Seven-to-ten volunteers are needed for each meal. They prepare the meal (or pick it up at a
local hotel on some Saturdays), pick up donated bread, provide fruit, salad, margarine, and milk
(covering all the food groups) and bring it all to Carver Center by 11 AM. There the preparation
is completed. The guests arrive at noon and are served until 1. Our job, in addition to serving, is
to chat with the guests, sit at table with them, make them feel welcome and at home, learn what
we can of their lives, and provide some brightness in their often dark days.

When the guests have left, we clean up (until 1:45 or so) and go home to reflect on the service
we can provide to others with so little effort. This is a great opportunity for families or other
groups to gather to work together. To volunteer or for more information, contact
dmaclaury@mattonegroup.com.

The Thrift Shop—The Sustainability of Faith in Action.

The Undercroft of RPC houses the RPC Women’s Association Thrift Shop, a treasure trove of
pre-owned items. New donations — many of them beautiful, and some of them new — are sorted,
cleaned, priced, displayed and sold each week. The Thrift Shop is open from 10am—1pm on
Thursdays during the school year. All proceeds from the Thrift Shop are donated each year,
predominantly to local charities.

The shop is a wonderful example of sustainable practices. Many of our donations would
otherwise end up in landfills. Some of our shoppers would not otherwise be able to afford the
items they buy from us. Volunteers range in age from their 30’s to their 90’s. The older
volunteers thus have a way to contribute meaningfully, and stay active and occupied. The money
we make is re-invested in community programs. The grants are awarded at a luncheon each year
in which recipients can meet each other and network, and meet RPC members and friends as
well. Best of all, it’s great fun for the shoppers AND the volunteers!

Sales from the Thrift Shop have increased with the poor economy; last year we gave out a
record $50,000. Donations are always welcomed. Guidelines may be found on the website — we
take almost everything except clothes, items too large for one person to carry, electronic
equipment and safety equipment. For questions or to volunteer, contact one of the co-chairs:
Cindy Kuster, CKuster@aol.com (preferred), or Nancy Bassett, bassettd@earthlink.net.

The Choir —The Music of Faith in Action.

RPC’s worship includes awe-inspiring choral music, with a choir under the direction of Kevin
Walters. Choir members come from Rye Presbyterian’s congregation, and are assisted by paid
section leaders who have come to know and love Rye Presbyterian themselves. The full choir
sings from October through mid-May, with a “Summer Choir” of volunteers only that sings in
June and September. The choir’s offerings draw from the deep traditions of Christian sacred
music, from pieces in Latin to the occasional contemporary hymn. Special worship services
have included jazz-oriented musical programs, and recently one Sunday was devoted to an all-
American program with music by American composers ranging from spirituals to traditional
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music. The choir is always looking to add to its numbers, so if you love to sing and preferably
can read music, please speak to Kevin!

The highlight of the musical year is Cantata Sunday, a worship service in mid-December
devoted almost entirely to music. Longer pieces such as the Vivaldi “Gloria,” Gian Carlo
Menotti’s “Amahl and the Night Visitors,” and Bach’s “Magnificat” have been highlights. On
Cantata Sunday, the choir is supplemented by an orchestra of world-class musicians drawn
predominantly from the Metropolitan Opera’s orchestra. Orchestral musicians also accompany
the choir on Christmas Eve and Easter Sunday. Saint Augustine said, “Those who sing, pray
twice.” Hearing the music pouring from the choir and resounding through the church is a
wonder-filled way to deepen our connection with God.

The Deacons —The Humanity of Faith in Action.

The office of Deacon dates from the very early days of the Christian church. Deacons were the
people in the congregation who took responsibility for caring for other believers who were in
need because of sickness, hunger, grief, or lack of the basic necessities of life. That caring
ministry of Deacons continues to this day. Though the kind of care and the nature of its delivery
may differ now from the First Century, the heart and soul of Christian care that is rooted in being
a Deacon remains.

RPC has 24 Deacons who serve three-year terms, plus two Youth Deacons who serve one-year
terms. Like Elders, Deacons are ordained. The caring mandate of the Deacons is so wide and
diverse we could not list it here. Simply put, each Deacon has two missions. First, each Deacon
is responsible for a geographically-centered “Parish,” charged with being responsive to people in
his or her Parish in times of need (each member’s Parish is listed in his or her directory listing).
Many of the Deacons are assigned to committees with functional tasks such as coordinating
Dinner at Noon, Congregational Life events, bringing meals to families in need, driving and
shopping for church members who are in need of these services, delivering flowers, and hosting
coffee hour. The list goes on and on. Service as a Deacon is a sacred calling providing support
for those in need, in an unbroken line of service going back 2,000 years.

Friendly Visitors—The Presence of Faith in Action.

AFriendly Visitors” is a new ministry at RPC, started a year ago as an outgrowth of Stephen
Ministry and Deacons. Its name implies its purpose—to visit people who are housebound
because of temporary illness or injury, confined to a nursing home, or otherwise unable to
connect readily with other people. In those situations one’s world gradually shrinks and the
Friendly Visitor helps to expand that world and bring friendship, communication, and warmth
into it.

While connected with Stephen Ministry, it is much more informal and the training is minimal.
For the Friendly Visitor, the main requirement is the willingness to spend time with someone
who needs a consistent friendly connection, as well as an ability to listen to what is going on in
another’s life, share—or even debate—ideas, or just have a comforting cup of tea.

This ministry has the capacity to knit and expand the caring for one another that is at the heart
of Christianity. We can reach beyond our own boundaries to places like the Port Chester
Nursing Home and reach within our own congregation to ensure that we all know that a Friendly
Visitor is just around the corner. Christmas is the perfect time to ponder how you can engage
with this program, since it is the time when God has “visited” us with the light of grace.

Prayer Chain — The Quiet Voice of Faith in Action.



The dawn of a New Year is a good time to remind all of us of the power of prayer to bring
healing, love, and positive energy into our own lives and the lives of those we love. That is the
purpose of RPC’s Prayer Chain—a very quiet and little known ministry of our church for at least
the last 15 years. As its name implies, the Prayer Chain is a loosely organized group of people
who, as individual links in a chain, hold in prayer the needs of people in our congregation and
beyond. All such requests for prayer are strictly confidential.

Currently, there are 9 or 10 people in the Chain. They warmly welcome new people who
would like to help people in need of prayer support. To join their ranks, contact Lynn Ferguson-
Mastalli at 203-869-7699, who coordinates much of this ministry. If you seek to invoke the
power of prayer on behalf of anyone, call Eric Springsted or Dan Love at Church—914-967-
0842 and they will pass it on to Lynn. From there, the process is simple—Lynn alerts the other
members by email and the power begins. Even now, and as the year unfolds, there are many in
our lives who need the light of God’s love that comes through prayer. Seek it.

Prison Ministry - Redemptive Faith in Action.

Since 1994, RPC has been deeply and increasingly involved with the New York Theological
Seminary’s Masters in Professional Studies program at Sing Sing prison. MPS is a fully
accredited 42 credit graduate program, taught by many of the same faculty who teach this
program in the Seminary on the outside. Students are most often men who are serving sentences
from 15 years and up and have gotten their college degrees (and often a GED) while
incarcerated. In addition to learning, their focus is on redemption, rehabilitation, and repairing
the damage they have done to their communities. More information about the MPS program is
contained in the bulletin insert for this service.

Though RPC came upon this ministry almost by accident, it has become a particularly
important, vibrant part of the church’s life. We engage in it to fulfill Jesus’ injunction to visit
those in prison. And we do much more than visit. With invaluable creativity and help from men
and women in prison, we have helped nurture a number of active, positive programs to enable
people released from prison to go on to live happy, productive, positive lives on the outside.

Much remains to be done to continue and build on this work, which the Hudson River
Presbytery has now taken on as an important Presbytery-wide ministry. Anyone interested in
exploring how to help should contact Nancy or Bob Steed at 914-328-9658.

Boy Scouts — Young Men’s Faith in Action

Every Tuesday evening, if you hear more than the usual amount of noise emanating from the
Assembly Room, it’s only Troop 2 of the Boy Scouts of America, working on projects, earning
merit badges, and creating the kind of fun, fellowship, and discipline which has been the
hallmark of Scouting for decades. RPC is the sponsor of Troop 2, though of course, participation
is not limited to church members.

Nor is the event schedule of Troop 2 limited to the usual activities one thinks of related to
scouting. For example, recently a member of RPC who works at CNN arranged to have the
troop visit the company’s New York headquarters. They saw the football-field sized newsroom
of CNN, met with several people involved in the production and editing of the news feed, and
even met a morning show anchor. Given the wide range of professional and personal activities
of RPC members, there are doubtless many other learning (and fun) opportunities we could offer
the young men of Troop 2. Anyone who would like to set up an event to engage the Scouts
should contact Doug MacLaury. Of course, there are outdoor activities and camping, too! The
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troop is an active, energetic and fun group of young men, who would welcome additional
members. Doug can explain the process. Happy Scouting and “Be Prepared.”

Three Ts — Sharing Ideas of Faith in Action

On the Third Tuesday at Ten (“Three T’s”) an eclectic group meets for an hour and a half in the
library to discuss a topic selected for the day. Subjects have ranged from prayer, to the impact of
technology, to values and more. No preparation is needed—just an open mind and a willingness
to share thoughts with fellow parishioners on interesting subjects.

Sponsored by Adult Education, Three T’s was started in May, 2011 by Nancy Steed and Jane
Mickatavage who coordinate and publicize it. The group is self-led, and the discussion is a
wide-ranging interactive exploration of interesting ideas, in which all participate. It is also an
excellent way to meet new people or deepen your understanding of people you already know.

Last Tuesday, we discussed transitions--past, present, and anticipated. Nineteen people
attended the session and engaged in a thoughtful, confidential discussion of transition events that
mark a significant life change—moving, marriage, death, health, or the “simple” process of
aging. At the close of the meeting, many reflected on how helpful it was to hear how people
managed those transitions and to consider how those ideas might apply to themselves.

Three T’s is an example of how RPC encourages parishioners to create new programs that bring
us together into a more connected congregation. We urge you to drop in on one of our
gatherings (no reservation is required) and join the dialogue.

Rye Presbyterian Nursery School - The Nurturing of Faith in Action

Rye Presbyterian Nursery School (“RPNS”’) was founded 54 years ago. Originally an RPC parent
cooperative, serving 60 children, RPNS now enrolls 300 children ages 2-5 in their ten
classrooms. The staff is dedicated to providing age-appropriate learning experiences, based on
the belief that young children learn best through play. For the past ten years, RPNS teachers have
been inspired by the renowned “Reggio Emilia” approach to early childhood education.
Expression is encouraged through such media as drawing, painting, weaving, sculpture, and
papermaking. Please visit www.rpnskids.org to see examples of the children’s work and the
program in general.

RPNS also believes it is important for children to value and support their community and the
world around them. The school provides ongoing support of their “sister” school, the New
Rochelle Children’s Center for Learning, a Head Start program serving low income children of
New Rochelle. In addition, they contribute van loads of food to the food pantry at the Carver
Center and Don Bosco Church. In the words of a preschooler, “Caring and Sharing” is an
ongoing lesson to be modeled in everyday life.

Rye Presbyterian Church members are given preference for spaces at the pre-school. Church
member children comprise approximately one-third of the 300 RPNS students. RPNS is
governed by an Executive Board, which approves all fiscal decisions and includes RPC Trustees
and Elders. The Advisory Board, which is responsible for RPNS policies and procedures, does as
well. Each year RPNS contributes to RPC’s Operating Fund to cover RPNS expenses in the
Education Wing.

Keenagers — The Experience of Faith in Action
One day, when thinking of the activities RPC has for people of various ages and interests, Eva
Spelman and Jane Mickatavage realized there was one group they'd like to gather together,
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because they had much wisdom and energy to give to the life of the church. RPC member Milly
Cordtz won the naming contest for the group. They are people in their Keenage Years -- mature
adults, sometimes living alone, who enjoy gathering together for conversation, games,
reminiscences, and just plain fun. Thus was born "Keenagers", a semi-monthly gathering of
people of a certain age led now by Eva Spelman, with assistance from Jane Mickatavage and
others.

Informal meetings are held in the RPC Library. They are social but often there is a speaker or
special guest. Participants include both RPC members and members from other Houses of
Worship. Themes for discussion vary; a frequent topic is memories of Rye and the past. Favorite
guests have included 4-year-olds from the church’s preschool, and they were honored to host
several World War II veterans at a Memorial Day meeting. Keenagers invites anyone who is
interested to come and share in the conversation. The meetings, with light refreshments
available, are currently held the second Tuesday of every other month from 2:00-3:30 pm. Last
year there was also a pie-tasting meeting and a pasta luncheon. As Jane Mickatavage says, “Lots
of life in those Keenagers!” Call Eva at 835-3255 or Jane at 967-8659 (Jane’s email:
swingramm(@aol.com) for details.

Community Ministry — The Openness of Faith in Action

Through all the many changes in RPC in the last 50 years, one constant has been our stance as a
true community church. Of course, like all churches, our doors have always been open to all
people seeking the solace of a church home. But beyond that, in part because we are blessed
with an expansive and flexible church building, those doors have been open, physically as well
as symbolically, to groups from throughout Rye and the surrounding communities who need a
place to meet, to plan, to run programs, to grow and flourish.

That openness has not been without controversy. Older members may remember the sexuality
workshops we originated in the early 1970’s, first for our own young people and then opened up
to youth in the community. This is another way RPC extends its ministry to the whole
community—by opening programs we create to anyone who needs those services. As another
example, a large number of care receivers served by our Stephen Ministers are not members of
RPC.

Here are a few more of many examples. RPC has also served as the home of the Rye Youth
Council Players, several AA and related groups, and Sandwich Makers, a group sponsored by
Helping Hands that makes sandwiches once a month in our kitchen for Grace Community
Church’s soup kitchen and shelter. To reach beyond our own congregation to serve the whole
community is a core value of RPC and another way we live out Christ’s ministry.

Our Pastors — Shepherds of Faith in Action

In the Presbyterian structure, pastors are ordained to preach the Word, teach the faith, administer
the Sacraments, strengthen the congregation for witness and service, and support its people amid
the struggles of life. In sum the pastor’s role encompasses all the issues — spiritual, temporal,
psychological, organizational, emotional, financial and more—that affect the lives of the 1200
members of RPC. In addition, as the largest church in our Presbytery (the group of 87
Presbyterian churches in the Hudson River Valley), our pastors have significant roles in that
body. Plus, as a community centered church seeking to do God’s work in our local community
and beyond, our pastors sometimes take leadership roles in local organizations or help initiate
new organizations meeting new needs.
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Given all that, a pastor must be careful the role does not become an unrealistic 24/7 job —
especially in a demanding congregation such as ours. Therefore, it is incumbent upon all of us,
as parts of the Body of Christ, to help do the work of the church, and not simply assume the
pastors will do it all. Thus, while our “Shepherds of Faith in Action” continue to work tirelessly
as guiding lights and inspirations for their flock, a host of programs such as Stephen Ministry,
lay-led Bible studies, Friendly Visitors and many more have been created and led by members of
the congregation—underscoring that we are all part of the “priesthood of all believers.”



